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VU SUPERLATIVE SUPPLEMENT 


TO YOUR BINOCULAR... 








FOR POSITIVE 
IDENTIFICATIONS 
AT LONG RANGES 


Almost as important in the equipment of the 
serious bird lover as his binocular is a fine tele- 
scope. The new Bausch & Lomb BALscope Sr. 
60mm telescope is a fitting companion to the 
famous Bausch & Lomb binocular. For difficult 
identifications at ranges beyond the reach of 
the binocular, BALscope Sr. brings higher 
power magnification, with a crispness, clarity, 
and brilliance of image not known in such in- 
struments before. Advanced color correction 
eliminates question in color identifications. 

Its new design makes BALscope Sr. a delight 
of convenience in use, too. Eyepieces of a range 
of powers for observation at various distances 
are quickly interchangeable. Adjusta-Prism 
focusing makes possible finger-tip focusing 
while observing; from the first season of use of 


BAUSCH & LOMB 
BAUS COp emotes 


60mm TELESCOPE 


ONLY $95 with choice of 15X, 20X, 
30X, or 60X (celestial) eyepieces. Ex- 
tra (interchangeable) eyepieces, $25 
each. Tripod adapter for use with 
any panhead camera tripod, $6.85. 





BALscope Sr. in Florida, we learn that with 
very little practice, an observer can follow birds 
in flight for long periods, continuously adjust- 
ing focus as the distance changes. 

Focusing is accomplished by internal adjust- 
ment of prisms, controlled by a knurled knob 
conveniently located away from the eyepiece. 
New design provides for most nearly air-tight 
and moisture-tight construction ever achieved 
in such an instrument. A long eye distance as- 
sures full field of view even when wearing 
glasses. 

BALscope Sr. is compact for easy portability. 
too. Weighs only 48 ounces, is less than 161” 
in length. With the tripod adapter, you can 
mount it on any panhead camera tripod for 
steady support and easy movement. 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE FOLDER AND SPECIFICATIONS 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 25210 Lomb Park, Rochester 2, N.Y. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


By Ludlow Griscom 


EARING HEAT and drought was the uniform 

condition in most of the East this past season, 

with a few local exceptions. Interestingly enough 
the great Province of Ontario was on the dividing 
line, as far northward it was cool and wet. While 
humans were uncomfortable and crop damage was ex- 
tensive enough for whole regions to be termed ‘“‘disas- 
ter areas,” there is little evidence that birds were un- 
favorably affected. Here and there marshes dried up; 
in Massachusetts Bobolinks disappeared from mowed, 
burnt and dried-up meadows; severe summer rains 
broke up a Roseate Spoonbill nesting colony in Louisi- 
ana; a tornado destroyed a large rookery of Great Blue 
Herons in Minnesota; but on the whole, editors agree 
that the nesting season was generally and uniformly 
successful. This also includes the Southwest and the 
whole Pacific Coast, where forest fres and an outbreak 
of botulism did some damage southward 

As usual a brutal reduction of local records is re- 
quired. This involves omitting all belated spring 
records and reports of presumed breeding without 
adequate proof. 

Shearwaters.—A great year off the 
coast, the Greater commoner than the Cory’s (unusual). 

Pelicans, Frigate-birds and Tropic-birds.—A White 
Pelican spent the summer on Long Island, N. Y., from 
June to September. The Frigate-bird and Red-billed 
Tropic-bird reached southern California. 

Southern Herons.—Poor flight on Atlantic coast 
north of New York, also southern California. A great 
year in the mid-west Prairies and the southern Plains. 
We read of 500 Am. Egrets and 25 Snowies near 
Chicago and 500 Am. Egrets and 50 Little Blues in 
Wisconsin; a Reddish Egret and a Louisiana Heron 
in Oklahoma. The Am. Egret extended its nesting 
range north to Sandy Hook, N. J. (G. D. Stout). 

Shorebirds —Some day we may hope for reports 
from the high Arctic where most species nest com- 
monly. In the meantime we must note an early flight 
to New England, the Gulf Coast, southern Plains, 
Arizona and southern California. In New England 
particularly, the early flight of adults was quite good, 
never followed by an adequate flight of immatures 
This leads to the presumption of an unsuccessful sea- 
son northward, as the shorebirds never try again, and 
if anything goes wrong with the first attempt, south- 
ward they go. Obviously this old theory requires con- 
firmation. The Pectoral Sandpiper was poorly repre- 
sented in New England but heavy flights are reported 
inland and southward. The Hudsonian Godwit con- 
tinues to gain; this year the gathering of adults reached 
52 on Monomoy, Mass., and there are numerous other 
reports. History was made eastward by the Buff- 
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breasted Sandpiper. Mr. Baillie sends in at least 5 re- 
ports from Ontario (up to 3 birds), and more oc. 
curred in Massachusetts than at any time in past his- 
tory (1870 on), up to 7 in a flock. The bird is stil] 
here at this writing (Sept. 21). Am. Oyster-catcher 
nested in New Jersey. 

Waterfowl—The Canada Goose did well, particu- 
larly in Michigan. Ducks generally did well also, and 
we read of a 30% increase in the mid-Pacific region. 
The Gadwall and Shoveller nested in New Jersey. 
The Ring-necked Duck continues to gain as a breeding 
bird eastward; no less than 36 broods are reported in 
Ontario, and this species nested in the Adirondacks of 
New York. The southward migration appears early in 
New England, southern Arizona and southern Cali- 
fornia. 

Ibises, Storks, Spoonbills—The Roseate Spoonbill 
wandered to Oklahoma. The Wood Ibis reached New 
Mexico in some numbers, the first state record being 
made last year; also it reached southern California. 
The Glossy Ibis continues to wander erratically north- 
ward; this year the score is Massachusetts, 1; Ohio, 1; 
and it spent the summer in New Jersey, a maximum of 
7 birds. 

Terns.—A Sooty Tern was recorded on Long Island, 
N. Y., in July. The Caspian Tern spent the summer 
on an island in Vermont and near Montreal. The Least 
Tern notably Massachusetts, and was 
found nesting along the Ohio River, Illinois, and 
near St. Louis, Mo. 

Mourning Dove.—Increasing rapidly, New York t 
New England, and Quebec. 

Chack-will's-uidow.—Nesting 
Cape May, N. J. 

Humminghirds.—Ruby-throated, notably reduced in 
eastern Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. A 
White-eared Hummer, 
Arizona. 

Land Birds.—An early southward trend is reported 
in New England and the Gulf Coast. 

Traill's Flycatcher —Rapidly increasing in eastern 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Vir- 
ginia (at lower altitudes), Ohio. 

Easter: Bluebird.—Inexplicably down in eastern 
Massachusetts and midwestern Prairies. Winter killing? 

Parula Warbler —Nesting in California. 

Blackbird,s.—Western Meadowlark eastward to Ohio 
Brewer's Blackbird eastward to Indiana. Boat-tailed 
Grackle nesting in New Jersey. 

Finche:.—Evening Grosbeak, seen feeding young at 
Big Lyford, Me. Probably nesting in New Brunswick 
(large flocks), northern New Hampshire and Wiscon- 
sin. Red Crossbill nesting in mountains of West Vir- 


increased in 


north t 


regularly 


a rare straggler to southern 
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ginia and Tennessee. White-winged Crossbill invasion 
to northern and coastal Maine and northern New 
Hampshire. Blue Grosbeak, nesting north to New Jer- 
sey, increasing in Appalachian Region and South 
Dakota. Dickcissel, moving eastward: Maryland (in- 
creasing), Atlanta, Ga., Tennessee, Illinois (west- 
ward), Michigan and South Dakota (increasing) 
Clay-colored Sparrow expanding its nesting range in 
Ontario. Seaside Sparrow, north to Essex County. 
Mass. 

Special rarities —Cattle Egret, shot at Wayland, 
Mass., April 23 (Allen Morgan, Richard Stackpole. 


Henry Parker). first North American record; 3 birds 
turned up at Cape May, N. J., in early May, 2 re- 
main to mid-September. Reported from south Florida 
in June; one seen near Chicago, August 10. Scarlet- 
headed Oriole, a southwest Mexican species, shot in 
southern Arizona. Steller’s Jay, one turned up at a 
feeder in Illinois, was trapped, banded, carried to 
Chicago Museum, subspecifically identified, returned 
to feeder, released, and remained through August, a 
unique event ornithologically! A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow trapped and banded at Easton, Pa., in early 
June 





REGIONAL REPORTS 


Nesting Season 


June 1 to August 15, 1952 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
month of June produced lots of rain, one severe hail 
storm, and heat both early and late, the temperature 
reaching the historic high 
of 100° near Boston. The 
cool and rainy May had 
two pronounced results 
(1) there was an excel- 
> lent hay crop well-cured 
FREDERICTON by sun and heat; and 
hs asin (2) even in early May 
tet pao Nol : tent caterpillar nests ap- 
BAYCOR “ann ( J peared everyw here in 
vr MANNE ea, | great abundance for the 
/ frst time in two years: 
we predicted an increased 
number of cuckoos. The 
rain seems to have 
drowned out these early 
\\weie Sago MARTHAS VINEYARD caterpillars and no dam- 
OBLOCK I age to vegetation result- 
ed. July was the hottest 
and driest month in the history of Boston, breaking 
9 records for heat. In August the drought broke with 
heavy rains and severe storms. Marked cool waves 
with flights of land birds took place on August 16, 
19, 24-25, initiating a marked trend for the early de- 
parture of summer residents and the early arrival of 
transients. 
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We can now assay some of the results. The oil 
disaster and severe late winter resulted in a large 
number of oiled ducks or straggling sea-fowl. On 
Cape Cod there was a sharp decrease of Bob-white 
and Pine Warbler. The Eastern Bluebird was notably 
reduced on Cape Cod and even in Essex County, 
Mass., where the counts from late May through July 
were pathetically low. 

The heat and drought in July had several percep- 
tible effects: (1) many marshes dried up, causing a 
shift in the populations of herons and ducks; (2) the 
well-mown fields and pastures turned brown and sear, 
becoming almost lifeless as far as birds were con- 
cerned. Most notable of all was the disappearance of 
the Bobolink from areas where it was positively 


known to have been an abundant summer resident in 
May and June. Kind friends devoted special attention 
to it, and in late July the species could not be found 
in Essex County in any breeding area or any marshes 
where it usually gathers in late summer. 

Arctic Loon.—An oiled adult with gray head and 
nape off Monomoy Point, Mass., August 9-30 (Gris- 
com and many other observers). 

Shearwaters.—A definitely great year. Plenty of 
bait in the ocean; a good mackerel and bluefish year. 
Arrived from August 9 on, as usual the Sooty being 
the scarcest, and unusually the Greater (170) out- 
numbering the Cory’s (51). On a long sea trip 18 
miles out on Sept. 1, shearwaters were in sight from 
the boat every minute of 6 hours running time. Wil- 
son's Petrels, scarce all summer, were common (400), 
presumably a fall migration. If one draws a line 
from Monomoy Point to Nantucket, virtually no 
pelagic bird ever strayed west of that line! 

Herons.—No flight year, particularly poor for 
Little Blues and Yellow-crowned Night Herons. 
Snowy Egret, 2 reports from Rhode Island; 2 spent 
June and July on Plum Island, Mass., disappearing 
with the drought. 

Glossy Tbis.-—One in South Hanson (Mass.) swamp 
in August (Jack Beattie and Floyd). 

Ducks.—Numerous summering stragglers on ponds 
of Plum Island, Monomoy and Nantucket, Mass., but 
no breeding evidence obtained. Species involved were 
Green-winged Teal, Redhead, Ruddy Duck and 
Hooded Merganser. 

Clapper Rail_—Al|lmost certainly breeding in Mass- 
achusetts. Four on Plum Island (3rd successive year), 
three adults and one downy young at Nauset, Mass. 
(Sth successive year). 

Shorebirds.—Early adult flight; three species south- 
bound last week-end in June. Peak of earliest group 
on July 13, next group on August 3. The maximum 
counts of each species were poor compared to last 
year. Hudsonian Godwit, 6 adults on July 13 at 
Monomoy to 52 adults on August 12 (Norman P. 
Hill); 25 at Nauset on August 17 (C. R. Mason), 
and a few scattering birds in Newburyport. Up to 
mid-September no second flight has materialized. The 
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one exception is the record number of Buff-breasted 
Sandpipers ever observed in Massachusetts history. I 
was pleased to have Bob Smart point out 2 flying 
down Monomoy on August 24. On the same day 4 
turned up in Newburyport meadows (Mrs. Clara de 
Windt); this flock increased to on August 30 
(Griscom, Eleanor barry, Warden Nightingale). As 
usual they were exceedingly tame and Arthur Argue 
took two reels of colored movies. 

Little Gull—One immature at Newburyport Har- 
bor, Mass.., July 29 on. 

European Black-headed Gull.—One perfect adult in 
Newburyport Harbor, late August to date. 

Sabine’s Gull—One immature at Newburyport 
Harbor, August 19 (Griscom, D. Snyder, Allen Mor- 
gan), observed sitting and flying with Bonaparte’s 
Gulls. One adult came to our slick at sea off Mono- 
moy, on Sept. 1 (Griscom and large party), my third 
there in 20 years. 

Least Tern.—A boom year in Massachusetts. Now 
nesting at south end of Plum Island and on the new 
dikes thrown up on the Parker River Wildlife Refuge 
On migration off Monomoy, 100-200 daily, late July- 
August 9; unprecedented numbers 

Black Skimmer.—A few vagrants in Massachusetts 
as usual: Monomoy, 2 in July (Howard Rich); Nau- 
set, 2 in August (C. R. Mason); Ipswich, 2 on Sept. 
7 and 8 (Kimball Elkins). 

Mourning Dove.—Steady and marked increase. 

Cuckoos.—More Yellow-billed than Black- 
billed, not really common this year 

Short-eared Owl—Nesting on Nantucket as usual 
Male in courtship flight at Chatham, Mass., July 
12 (Griscom). 

Barn Owl.--Bred successfully at Hingham, Bel- 
mont and Ipswich, Mass. Latter pair hatched 5 young. 
of which one died when half-grown; preserved in 


usual. 


Peabody Museum, Salem 

Traill’s Flycatcher.- 
come-back in eastern Massachusetts since the fade out 
in 1940. 

Purple Martin. colonies established at 
Scituate and Chatham, Mass., first new ones in this 
State since the disaster of 1903. 

Orchard Oriole—Two nesting pairs at Wayland, 
Mass. The speed was remarkable: feeding young in 
nest, June 21; young gone, June 25; no adults left. 
June 28! 

Evening Grosbeak.—Large flocks in New Bruns- 
wick (Dudley Ross); pair of adults feeding young 
at Big Lyford, Maine (Christopher Packard). 

WoAite-winged Crossbill—Marked July invasion to 

Hampshire, and whole of northern 


Breeding birds staging a marked 


Two new 


Northern New 
and coastal Maine, where abundant. 

Seaside Sparrow.—Three pairs nested on Plam Iv- 
land, Essex Co., Mass., seen feeding young (Mrs 
Clara de Windt and many others).—LupLow Gnris- 
COM, Muasenuni a} Zoology, 
38, Ma 


Comparatit. Cumbrid ge 


HUDSON—ST. LAWRENCE REGION—During 
the nesting season the weather was generally hot and 
dry. In New York City the average daily temperature 
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during June was 3.9° 
above normal and dur. 
ing July it was 5.1° over 
the usual average. Al.- 
‘ though the total precipi- 
aii \ tation over the entire 
period was about nor- 
rainfall was 





mal, this 
ONTREAL 





jj usually concentrated in 

Sera) rae torrential downpours of 
rt i short duration. The result 

SS mowrrenie was flash floods and in- 

\ undated lowlands. Near}; 

ALBANY =” 3 inches of water in hail 

* and rain fell in an ex- 

7 WARTFPRD® tremely short time on 
mi June 1 in central New 

NEW YORK England. This rain flood- 


ed most of the Connecti- 











cut River meadows and 
destroved much of the nesting of the birds which 
After mid-June drought 
conditions prevailed in large areas. So severe was this 
drought in parts of New England and in the Adiron- 
dacks that frequently the woods were in grave danger 


require marsh environment. 


Streams dried and many birds were absent from their 
Several swept 
through the country and brought down many nests 


usual haunts. severe wind-storms 
with eggs or young. 
A White Pelican 


in mid-June and was 


Pelicans, Cormorants, Herons. 
appeared at Mill Neck, L. I, 
still there at the close of the period. Double-crested 
Cormorants were numerous. Large colonies nested on 
Lawrence Rivet 
near Riviere du Loup, Que., probably the most south- 
erly nesting colonies in the Province (L. M. & E. E 
Terrill). In eastern Lake Ontario, N. Y., 20. pairs 
of these cormorants nested on Gull Is. (J. B. Bel- 
knap). Several cormorants were seen on Lake Cham- 
plain at this season and this may presage breeding in 
the future. Although Alexander Wilson stated over 
a hundred years ago that Am. Egrets bred in the 
southern part of New Jersey he added nothing to 
substantiate the modern times the first 
report of this egret nesting in the State was in 1928 
when one was found on a nest in a rookery of Great 
Blue Herons in Salem. one of the southern counties 
In 1936 the late Charles Urner found a pair nesting 
in a heronry at Tuckerton. At least 6 pairs nested 
this summer at Sandy Hook, the northerly point ot 
New Jersey's Atlantic coast (G. D. Stout). The nest- 
ing was carried through successfully and on June 14 
several well-advanced young were seen. There have 
been post-nuptial among the 
summer. Egrets and Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons nested at Jones Beach, L. I 
(G. Komorowski), and one Louisiana Heron was 
seen at Idlewild, L. I., August 8 to 10 (Mayer, Rose). 
Least Bitterns have been unusually common; this 
may be due in part to birds being forced from the 
marshes by high water to points on higher ground 
where they were easily seen. 

Ducks.—At Swanton, Vt., favorable ground-nest- 
ing sites were flooded out but a Mallard adapted her- 


some of the Pilgrim Islands in the St. 


record. In 


very few wanderers 


egrets this Snow V 


an 


self to the conditions and built her nest in a crotch 
of a maple about 6 feet over the water (R. H. 
Minns). The Gadwall colony at Jones Beach, N. Y., 
has prospered and on June 29, 90 young and 40 
adults were counted (Jacobson, Sedwitz). A Blue- 
winged Teal with 6 young was reported from Bur- 
lington, Vt., July 19 (R. Lavallee), and on Jones 
Pond near Paul Smiths in the Adirondacks a 2 was 
seen with 5 young (Elizabeth Ball). A pair of Blue- 
wings was watched at Pittsfield, Mass., through June 
and July and on August 5, 10 immatures were seen 
(Gladys H. Schumacher). Wood Ducks have been 
rather numerous on the upper Hackensack River in 
Rockland Co., mM. ¥. (Rockland Co. Aud. Soc. ). 
Long Island had several breeding records of Wood 
Ducks, a 2 with 5 young at Beaver Lake, Mill Neck, 
June 8 (W. Post, Jr.) and the same count at Man- 
hasset, June 15 (J. Ricks). A 2 Ring-necked Duck 
with 4 young was in Jones Pond in the Adirondacks, 
July 26 (EB). An unusual number of sea ducks spent 
the summer off Orient, L. I.; on one day in July 
{4 White-winged Scoters were counted (R. Latham). 
Large numbers of 2 Am. Eiders with rafts of young 
were among the islands of the St. Lawrence River 
near Riviere du Loup, Que., in early July. Eiders 
nest commonly on these islands, probably the most 
southerly breeding ground in Quebec (LMT, EET). 

Hawks, Grouse.—Hawks have shown a further de- 
cline in numbers throughout the Region. A few 
Broad-wings were found nesting but other buteos 
were almost unreported. Spruce Grouse have been 
plentiful in the Moisie River valley near Seven Is- 
lands, Que. (M. Campbell). In the Adirondacks one 
was seen near Paul Smiths, July 26, and a 2 with 
2 young at the Connecticut Lakes, N. H.. in August 
(EB). For the past two years Ruffed Grouse have 
been relatively numerous throughout the Region and 
were probably at the peak of their cycle. This sum- 
mer several reports seem to indicate that a decline 
has started. In some sections adult birds are. still 
numerous but egg clutches have been smaller and the 
number of chicks less. Only in the Moisie River valley 
in Quebec is an increase shown (MC). In northern 
New Jersey there is a considerable drop in numbers 
(S. Waldron). Some sections of the Adirondack 
Mountains in New York show no appreciable change, 
others a moderate decline (G. M. Meade). They are 
less common than last year at Montreal, Que. (LMT, 
EET) and at Swanton, Vt. (RHM). Near Burling- 
ton, Vt., they are reported as unusually scarce (La- 
vallee, N. St. Jacques). 

Rails, Coots, Shorebirds.—The first nesting record 
for the King Rail on the “north fork” of Long Island 
was reported at Orient. King Rails were also re- 
ported at Pittsfield, Mass., on June 6 (Dorothy Snyder) 
and on July 19 (Ruth Schumacher). Sora and Vir- 
ginia Rails were common nesters throughout. An Am. 
Coot was seen at Laprairie Creek near Montreal, 
Que., one of but very few records for this vicinity 
(G. H. Montgomery). Woodcock bred in good num- 
bers near Montreal but otherwise few were reported. 
Wilson’s Snipe were well distributed but the numbers 
were small. A Stilt Sandpiper, a rare bird in Berk- 
shire Co., Mass., was seen at Pittsfield, August 5 


(Gladys H. Schumacher). There were but few reports 
of Upland Sandpipers; one pair bred at Agawam, 
Mass. (S. A. Eliot) and a few at Westbury and at 
Syosset on Long Island (J. J. Elliott). 

Gulls, Terns and Alcids—A Laughing Gull was 
seen in a flock of Ring-bills on June 16 and 17 off 
St. Helens Island at Montreal, very unusual for this 
locality (GHM, LMT). On Long Island the Black 
Skimmer and Common Tern colonies were well oc- 
cupied (JJE). A Sooty Tern was seen on July 18 on 
southern Long Island, one mile west of Moriches 
Inlet. It was studied at close range as it flew over 
the surf and as it rested on the beach (I. M. Alperin) 
A Caspian Tern was seen on June 21 and again on 
June 29 on Lake Champlain off Burlington, Vt. Fre- 
quently it flew within 15 ft. of the observer who 
checked carefully all characters including the voice 
Hitherto the Caspian Tern has not been reported 
from Vermont (Lavallee). A tern of this species was 
seen several times off Laprairie Beach at Montreal on 
July 17 (Sait, LMT), 2 others were seen off nearby 
St. Helens Island in June (GHM). These seem to be 
the first local records for the species. At Burlington, 
Vt., a Black Tern was seen, June 28 (Lavallee, NStJ) 
Razor-billed Auks were common at the Pilgrim Is- 
lands in the St. Lawrence River near Riviere du 
Loup, Que. On July 9 one closely-packed group on 
the water was estimated at 200 birds. They have 
nested on these islands for years, probably the most 
southerly breeding site in Quebec (LMT, EET). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Ouwls.—A continued increase of 
Mourning Doves is noted in northern New York and 
in central and northern Vermont. This bird is now 
frequent at Pittsfield, Mass. An increase is also noted 
on western Long Island and on Staten Island, New 
York. What is probably the most northerly record 
for this dove was established from the Moisie Rivet 
valley north of Seven Islands, Que.; the bird was 
first seen on June 12 and appeared several times 
afterward (MC). Both cuckoos were scarce on Long 
Island, northern New Jersey and in central Vermont. 
One of the Black-billed species was seen at Cacouna, 
Que., July 8 to 11, perhaps a northerly record for 
the Province (J. B. Fry, LMT). Very few owls were 
reported. At Pocono Lake, Pa., 3 Saw-whet Owls 
were heard calling throughout the night of June 28 
and 29, probably a family group being fed (P. B 
Street). 

Goatsuckers through Kingfishers—New building 
developments have driven nesting Whip-poor-wills 
still farther from congested urban areas. A few breed- 
ing birds may still be found on Staten Island, how- 
ever, a part of New York City (Mathilde P. Wein- 
gartner), and also in suburban Ramsey, N. J. (Mrs 
J. Y. Dater, Jr.). The Common Nighthawk was less 
numerous than usual. Both the Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird and the Belted Kingfisher showed an un- 
explained decrease. 

Wood peckers.—Nesting sites of the Red-headed 
Woodpecker are ever-changing in this Region and 
the birds are always uncommon. Only one was re- 
ported from Long Island, at Seaford. Two were seen 
in northern New York at Watertown and Lowville 
(JBB), and 2 in Vermont at Leicester and Orwell 
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(EB). No other reports were made and no immature 
birds were recorded. Many reports note a decrease 
in Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. F. T. Scott reported 
both Arctic and Three-toed Woodpeckers from the 
Connecticut Lakes section of Northern New Hamp- 
shire. On June 29 he found the latter species at its 
nest in an old spruce growth at the Second Con- 
necticut Lake. The entrance hole was on the north 
side of the tree, about 30 ft. from the ground; young 
were heard. 

Fly catchers.—Eastern Kingbirds were unusually com- 
mon but the numbers of Yellow-bellied Flycatchers 
have decreased. Four were seen on Pico Peak near Rut- 
land, Vt., on July 6 (EB), but they no longer nest in 
the Pocono Lake Preserve in Pennsylvania (PBS) ; 
not one was seen this summer at Seven Islands, Que. 
(MC), and they are not mentioned in other nesting 
reports. The Olive-sided Flycatcher no longer nests 
about Pocono Lake and for the third year in succes- 
sion it was scarce in the Adirondacks (GMM). One 
was reported nesting at Northfield, Mass. (Leary). 

Swallows.—Two pairs of Tree Swallows nested suc- 
cessfully in a martin house at Wolfs Pond, Staten 
Island, N. Y. Purple Martins attempted to co-occupy 
but the swallows drove them away (MPW). Near 
the western edge of the Hackensack River meadows 
in New Jersey the first post-breeding concentration 
of Tree Swallows was seen on July 10; the highest 
count was 225 on July 15 (Dorothy C. Pallas). Bank 
Swallows were generally numerous. Near Burlington, 
Vt., there were about 800 at 5 colonies through 
June and July (Lavallee, NStJ). Rough-winged Swal- 
lows are increasing at Cooperstown, N. Y., after 
reaching a very low point last summer (N. P. Hill). 
Cliff Swallows have established a nesting colony in 
Ringwood State Park, N. J.; there were 6 nests, the 
first known in that section (SW). Near Burlington, 
Vt., on July 31, 70 Purple Martins were counted 
perched on a single TV antenna (Lavallee). 

Ravens. Wrens.—A rather unusual report was of a 
Common Raven on July 29 at Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 
(R. R. Ryan). Near Haverstraw, N. Y., the Carolina 
Wrens again nested (Rockland Co. Aud. Soc.); 3 
pairs were at Greenport, L. I. (Latham). On western 
Long Island they were maintaining last year’s num- 
bers (JJE). Six Short-billed Marsh Wrens were 
heard at different locations in West Rutland, Vt. 
(EB). Other records are from Burlington, Vt., 1 on 
June 2 (Lavallee), 1 at Mill Neck Bay, L. I., July 8 
(W. Post, Jr.) and 1 from Bear Mt. Park, N. Y., 
July 16 (K. A. Chambers). At Sussex, N. J., 1 was 
found on August 21 (E. B. Nixdorf). 

Mockers, Thrushes, Pipits—Mockingbirds are re- 
ported more generally each year. One was at Orient, 
L. I.. June 9 to 15 (Latham); a ¢ was singing at 
Merrick, L. I., from May 13 to mid-July but no ¢ 
was seen (JJE). Throughout July one was in the 
vicinity of South Hero, Vt. (Miss Thorp). Prob- 
ably the most northerly record on the St. Lawrence 
River for a Catbird was established at Cacouna Is- 
land on July 14 when 2 were seen (J. D. Fry). The 
Brown Thrasher is becoming more numerous in the 
northern part of its range. From May 15 to June 4 
one was at Tupper Lake in the Adirondacks (Mar- 
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guerite Kingsbury). Several were in Keeseville, N. Y,, 
the first seen there in 5 years (T. Lesperance). The 
most surprising record was of one at Seven Islands, 
Que., on June 15, far out of its normal range (MC). 
Wood Thrushes were reported as far north as New- 
bury, Vt., May 13 (W. P. Smith). A vagrant Water 
Pipit was at Orient, L. I., August 16 (Latham). 
Vireos—In the Green Mts. of Vermont the sum. 
mer populations of both vireos and warblers de. 
clined moderately, probably as the food supply was 
not abundant (A. M. Decker). This condition was 
noted in other areas as well. Two Solitary Vireos 
were found in Bear Mt. Park, N. Y., on July 16. 
The date may indicate nesting although the eleva- 
tion is low. Warbling Vireos have increased on 
western Long Island (JJE). One of these vireos was 
found singing on Cacouna Island, Que., on July 6, 
a very northerly Quebec record (LMT, EET). 
Warblers —A Brewster's Warbler was seen at West 
Nyack, N. Y., on July 30, accompanied by a Golden- 
winged (Frances Irving). On the same date this ob- 
server found a Lawrence's Warbler in company with 
a Blue-winged. The only other report of hybrid 
warblers was a ¢ Lawrence's at Ramsey, N. J. (Mrs. 
JYDJr). A Tennessee Warbler was at Wells River, 
Vt., July 7, an unusual date unless nesting (WPS). 
An odd nest of a Parula Warbler in this Region was 
found by the Susquehanna River near Cooperstown, 
N. Y. There is no Usnea available so, as a substitute, 
use was made of a tuft of grass left hanging in a 
bush by flood water (NPH). Myrtle Warblers nested 
at Mohonk Lake near New Paltz, N. Y., the first 
known breeding record for the Shawangunk Mts. 
(J. Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.). These warblers have 
shown a considerable increase as breeding birds in 
the Pocono Lake area, Pa. (PBS). Cerulean Warblers 
attempted to nest in Greenbrook Sanctuary, Palisades 
Interstate Park, N. J.; building was first attempted, 
May 21. and the birds were last seen on July 1; so 
tar as is known no young were produced (Mrs. JYD 
Jr). A second 2 was once seen in the vicinity. Black- 
poll Warblers were rather numerous at the higher 
elevations of Vermont; 32 were counted on Pico 
Peak on July 6, and 12 on Mt. Horrid, July 18 
(EB). Four were seen on Mt. Mansfield, July 4 
(Lavallee, NStJ). A Yellow Palm Warbler was 
flushed from a nest which contained 3 eggs at Ca- 
conuma, Que., on July 13. This warbler is usually a 
ground nester but here the nest was 13 in. up in a 
spruce bush, in a surrounding of black spruce woods 
bordering on an open Kalmia bog (LMT, EET). The 
Louisiana Water-thrush is still pushing north; one 
was seen at Newbury, Vt., May 25 (WPS). 
Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers.—-Bobolinks in large 
bands, largely young, had commenced to gather along 
the St. Lawrence River in Quebec by July 15. An 
Orchard Oriole nested at Oyster Bay, L. I. (JJE), and 
3 nesting pairs were known at Princess Bay, Staten 
Island (MPW). A Summer Tanager was seen at 
Sterling, Pa., near Scranton on July 4 and for sev- 
eral days thereafter (H. R. Jones). 
Finches —Cardinals have become more numerous 
than ever on Long Island and are breeding well. 
There were 3 Evening Grosbeaks at Burlington, Vt., 
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as late as June (Lavallee); 2 were seen at the 
Connecticut Lakes, N. H., on July 13, a strong sug- 
gestion that they may be found nesting there (Kath- 
arine Tousey). Two others were reported at Ca- 
couna, Que., on July 6 (LMT, EET). A pair of Pine 
Grosbeaks found at Lac St. Hubert, Temiscouata Co., 
Que., on July 12 was probably breeding there. An im- 
mature appeared at Pittsheld, Mass., July 1 (GHS). 
White-winged Crossbills were plentiful this year in 
eastern Quebec; a flock of 175 was seen on July 23 
near Seven Islands (MC), and they were reported 
as common at Cacouna in early July (LMT, EET). 

Sparrouws.—As a result of the 1950 hurricane a 
large number of uprooted tree stumps are to be 
found in the Green Mountains; these form ideal 
nesting sites for the Slate-colored Juncos and_ the 
birds are nesting there at lower elevations than 
usual (AMD). On a visit to the Pilgrims, Brandy 
Pots and Cacouna Island in the St. Lawrence near 
Riviere du Loup, Que., on July 9 to 11, Fox Sparrows 
were in full song (LMT, EET).—CHuHaArLEs K. 
NICHOLS, American Museum of Natural History, New 
Yoré 24. N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—This 
Region experienced a dry summer and one of the hot- 
test on record. 
Loons to Ibises. 
—A very late 
Common Loon 
was seen at Patux- 
ent Refuge, Md., 

on May 30 by P. 

F. Springer, and 

one at Naruna, in 

Piedmont Vir- 

ginia, May 19 to 

21, by Bertha Dan- 

iel. The skipper of 
epaNnvilte , one of the Little 
Creek - Kiptopeke 
ferry boats saw a 
Wilson's Petrel in Chesapeake Bay on May 10 (fide 
John H. Grey), the earliest record for Virginia. Two 
Cattle Egrets were still present at Cape May, N. J., 
at the end of period. William B. Middleton counted 
279 Am. Egrets and 128 Little Blue Herons coming 
in to the Paulsboro, N. J., rookery on August 4. A 
Snowy Egret on August 3 at Denton, Md., is the first 
Caroline County record (Margarete Butenschoen). In 
Gloucester County, N. J., 2 pairs of Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons raised young; 3 pairs returned to nest 
at Camp Hill, Pa. (E. G. Thomas); and a pair again 
nested in Rock Creek Park, D. C. (Joan Criswell). 
Glossy Ibises have been present at Stone Harbor, 
N. J., since April, with a high count of 7 in July 
(W. B. Wright). 

Geese und Ducks.—Five Canada Geese passed over 
Williamsburg, Va., on June 9 (JHG). At least 7 
broods of Gadwalls and 2 of Shovellers were hatched 
on the New Jersey State hunting ground near Fortes- 
cue (Francis V. Schmidt). A Gadwall on. June 12 
at Washington, D. C. (John Taylor, Larry Griffin), 

















and an Am. Widgeon at Kent Island, Md., on June 
17 (Mr. and Mrs. I. C. Hoover) are record dates. A 
pair of Blue-winged Teal with 3 young at Waverly 
on May 4 constitutes the first inland breeding record 
for Virginia (C. C. Steirly). 

Vultures and Hawks.—R. E. Cook saw a Black 
Vulture near Elverson, Pa., on June 8; and A. J 
Fletcher counted 12 along the Bohemia River on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland on June 21. A first sum- 
mer record of Broad-winged Hawks for Tidewater 
Virginia was made when W. F. Rountrey saw a pair 
all summer near Norfolk. 

Rail; and Shorebirds.—Steirly flushed a King Rail 
from 8 eggs at Hog Island, Surry Co., Va., on June 
5; and M. W. Hewitt found an adult with 7 young 
at Denton, Md., on June 30. Springer saw a Black 
Rail at South Dennis, N. J., on June 27 and July 11 
At Little Island Beach, N. J., the D. V. O. C. group 
found 11 Am. Oyster-catchers, 3 nests with eggs, and 
one young running about; also 2 Piping Plover nests 
with eggs. Springer made the following interesting 
records of late northbound shorebirds at Reed's 
Beach, N. J., on June 6: 4 Ruddy Turnstones, 4 
Dowitchers, 6 Red Knots, and 5 Semipalmated Sand- 
pipers. John Miller found 2 pairs of Upland Sand- 
pipers this spring at the International Airport, Phila- 
delphia, and counted 14 birds on August 7. A few 
Spotted Sandpipers spent the summer at Stumpy Lake, 
Norfolk (WFR), but so far there is no breeding 
record for Tidewater, Virginia. The present status of 
the Willet in southern New Jersey is encouraging 
None having been reported as nesting in the State 
between 1889 and 1929, it was thought to have be- 
come extinct as a breeder. Since 1929 a population 
of good density has been built up on the Delaware 
Bay shore of Cumberland and Cape May Counties 
This year D. R. Coman found 2 nests, one with egg 
shells, on July 12 on the ocean side of Cape May 
County; and farther north near Tuckerton on the 
same day Albert Conway found a pair acting as if 
they had young. Rountrey saw a flock of about 500 
Pectoral Sandpipers in late July at Stumpy Lake, 
Norfolk, Va. Two Ruffs in immature plumage were 
identified in a salt marsh near Goshen, N. J., on 
August 4 (PFS). 

Gulls and Terns.—The V. S. O. group on July 19 
at Wreck Island, Va., found a very late colony of 
106 Black Skimmer, 14 Common Tern, and 13 Least 
Tern nests, with eggs hatching; and one Gull-billed 
Tern nest with a young bird. Stanley Quickmire 
found a Herring Gull nest with 3 eggs at Stone Har- 
bor, N. J., on May 21; and Albert Conway found 6 
recently fledged young on Goose Sedge Bar in the 
lower end of Barnegat Bay, N. J., on July 12. At 
Seaford, Va., on June 13, 42 Least Tern nests were 
found, where last year and in 1949 there were only 
15. The Forster's Tern colony in Chincoteague Bay, 
Md., which reached record proportions last year was 
deserted this season. 

Goatsuckers to Shrikes—An advance northward by 
the Chuck-will’s-widow as a summer resident is in- 
dicated in the report of a singing bird at Vineland, 
N. J., on June 8 (SQ, Charles Ford). It is now well 
established at Cape May. This spring a Pileated 
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Woodpecker was seen at Hopewell Park, Pa. (REC, 
A. T. Sigman). The Traill’s Flycatcher continues to 
increase in all suitable locations along both sides of 
the Delaware River. Edward Manners found several 
nests in late June, one with 4 eggs on June 24, 
near Gibbstown, N. J.; and D. V. O. C. members 
reported 30 pairs at Tinicum, Philadelphia. (Prairie) 
Horned Larks have been found in increasing num- 
bers in summer on the Williamsburg—Newport News 
peninsula, Va., and around Norfolk, and are prob- 
ably now breeding in this area. The same increase is 
even more noticeable in the case of Blue Jays; and 
is also in some measure true, north of the James 
River, of Loggerhead Shrikes. Stevens saw a family 
party of Bewick’s Wrens in Albemarle County, Va., 
near the Fluvanna line. This is as far east as recent 
Virginia records go. 

Vireos and Warblers —On June 16 in low moun- 
tains east of the Blue Ridge in Albemarle County, 
Va., Stevens found a pair of (Mountain) Solitary 
Vireos and a Cerulean Warbler’s nest with small 
young. He also found a Prothonotary Warbler, sing- 
ing as if on territory, at Hatton on James River, and 
another, not singing, 2 miles downstream on the 
Buckingham County side on July 13. A_ singing 
Chestnut-sided Warbler at Alexandria, Va., on June 
20 is a record date (K. Wright). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers—The first breeding record 
for New Jersey for Boat-tailed Grackles was estab- 
lished this year, when Frank McLaughlin found 3 
colonies, with 30 to 40 birds and some 15 nests 
with eggs, from June 1 to 15. Across the bay in 
Delaware these birds have nested since the early 
1930's. Rev. Thom Blair found Scarlet Tanagers com- 
mon this summer around Hanover Courthouse, Va. 

Finches —After many rumors as to the breeding 
of the species in southern New Jersey, a pair of Blue 
Grosbeaks was found feeding 3 young recently out 
of the nest near Bridgeton on July 27 by Herbert 
Mills. Springer and Richard Myers heard a singing 
Purple Finch on July 3 at Tuckahoe, N. J. A count 
of 35 Dickcissels in the Dickerson, Md., area by 
John Terborgh and R. R. Kerr on June 7 indicates 
a continued increase in the return of this species.— 
JULIAN K. Potter, 437 Park Ave., Collingswood, 
N. J. and J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
The Region experienced the hottest and driest mid- 
summer on record. At Charleston, S. C., the weather 
bureau reported 
the highest aver- 
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resulted in one of the most wide-spread and injurious 
droughts ever experienced in western North Carolina.” 
Two bureaus in the Piedmont reported the hottest 
June and July since 1887. Crop damage drew na- 
tional attention. The immediate effect upon birdlife, 
if any, was not noted. Retarded emergence of some 
insects was observed. 

Loons through Egrets—A Common Loon was seen 
at Coleraine in southeast Georgia, July 4 (Burch). 
This is the only summer record for Coleraine. At 
Cape Romain Refuge, on the upper South Carolina 
coast, Refuge Manager Paul Sturm reported young 
Brown Pelicans during the last week in May, and 
eggs and young as late as August 21. Young pro- 
duced during the season were estimated at 900—a 
fairly good crop. Water Turkeys were again success- 
ful this season. A flock of 300 was noted at Cole- 
raine, Ga., August 21 (Burch); a single bird was 
watched near Spartanburg, S. C., July 26 and 27, by 
Monie Hudson, Gabriel Cannon and party. Only a 
few herons nested at Lennon’s Marsh, near Lumber- 
ton, N. C., this summer, apparently due to the low 
water level. On July 31, 4 immature White Ibises 
were seen in that marsh in company with Snowy and 
Am. Egrets (J. L. Stevens, Jr.). 

Hawks.—A Marsh Hawk was seen at Pea Island 
on the upper North Carolina coast, July 23 (J. W. E. 
Joyner). These hawks have been found nesting just 
south of Pea Island. 

Oyster-catchers through Stilts —At least 100 Am. 
Oyster-catchers were raised on Cape Romain Refuge. 
A Killdeer nest with 3 eggs on March 28 near Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (David Y.: Monteith) is rather early. 
At Spartanburg, S. C., Cannon and Harold Correll 
watched a Killdeer egg hatch on May 8 that was laid 
on or before April 16. At Bull’s Island, S. C., and 
nearby Cape Island, Black-necked Stilts were found 
nesting. Four young were seen (Sturm); on June 1 
and 15, 2 stilts were watched on Sol Legare Island, 
just south of Charleston, S. C., but they moved away 
when the fresh-water ponds dried up later in the 
month (Ellison Williams). 

Gulls and Terns.—Conservative estimates of the 
gulls and terns raised on the Cape Romain Refuge 
this season follow: Laughing Gull, 100; Least Tern, 
100; Royal Tern, 200. This latter figure is normally 
in the order of 10,000. The Royal Tern colonies were 
washed out twice by high tides. Ten Cabot’s Tern 
nests were found. At the southern extremity of the 
Refuge, at Bull's Island, a flock of 150 Black Terns 
was seen in early August (Sturm). At Savannah, Ga, 
Ivan Tomkins noted the failure of the Least Tern 
and Black Skimmer colonies in that area for the sec- 
ond successive summer. The cause was not deter- 
mined. Fire ant (Solenopsis) infestation was con- 
sidered as a possible contributor. At the Pea Island 
Refuge on the North Carolina coast, the usual Royal 
Tern colonies, normally numbering 800 pairs, were 
not found this season. There were good colonies of 
Laughing Gulls, Common and Least Terns present. 
About 170 Black Skimmers were banded (H. T. 
Davis). 

Nighthawks through Martins —Frederick V. Hebard 
reported that Common Nighthawk eggs laid (at 
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Coleraine, Ga.) on June 9 and 11, hatched on June 
26 and 27, ‘the shortest incubation period recorded 
as far as I know.”’ Tree Swallows put in their appear- 
ance again on the upper North Carolina coast, but 
no nests were found (J. W. E. Joyner). Barn Swal- 
lows were re-discovered nesting in 3 counties in the 
upper Piedmont of North Carolina: Roaring Gap, 
Alleghany Co., July 6, 2 nests with incubation in 
progress in 1 (Linville L. Hendren) ; Blowing Rock, 
Watauga Co., July 14, 1 nest with at least 3 young 
(E. B. and B. R. Chamberlain) ; Laurel Springs, Ashe 
Co., August 21, 4 nests in which broods had been 
raised (Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Hendren). On the South 
Carolina coast at Romain about 10 Barn Swallow 
nests were found this year (Sturm). At Lumberton, 
N. C., J. L. Stephens, Jr., was engaged in digging a 
hole to reset a martin pole on March 11, when 6 
Purple Martins arrived and perched upon the gourds 
which were still lying on the ground. 

Warblers, Orioles —A Prothonotary Warbler ob- 
served near Spartanburg, S. C., July 26, indicated a 
possible extension of breeding range inland (Hudson, 
fide Cannon). Prairie Warblers were still present at 
Coleraine, Ga., June 10, but were not found breeding. 
An abandoned nest and 2 eggs of this species found 
near Charlotte, N. C., August 8, indicated an at- 
tempted second brood. The first Kentucky Warbler 
nest to be recorded from the South Carolina coast was 
found on April 20, a few miles north of Charleston. 
It contained 6 eggs, 1 faintly marked and 1 almost 
white (Earnest Cutts). Am. Redstarts remained at 
Coleraine, Ga., as late as June 15, and young Or- 
chard Orioles left a nest at that location on May 29, 
their earliest date (Hebard). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Several pairs of Dickcis- 
sels bred again this season in the vicinity of Atlanta, 
Ga. (Richard A. Parks). Mrs. W. H. Faver and Mrs. 
Clyde Sisson found 3 or 4 pairs of Painted Buntings 
breeding in Richland County, just south of Columbia, 
S. C. Two of the young were seen with adults, July 
18. These observers also identified Grasshopper Spar- 
rows with 1 young near Columbia, July 30. At Hen- 
derson, N. C., Mrs. A. W. Bachman reported Song 
Sparrows out of the nest and well feathered, July 21. 
On July 23, Joyner found Song Sparrows singing at 
Hatteras on the Outer Banks of the North Carolina 
coast—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION.— 
In the southern half of this area the weather during 
the summer was warm and dry, but in the north it was 
cool and wet and the forest-fire hazard was as low as 
it has been for years, according to the Department of 
Lands and Forests. In the Districts of Nipissing, 
Temiskaming and Cochrane, rain fell on 27 of the 40 
days this compiler was there in June and July, engaged 
in collecting for the R.O.M.Z.P. 

Waterfowl—A concentration of 500 Red-throated 
Loons on Lake Ontario off Rochester on April 14 (B. 
& A. Kemnitzer) was looked upon as “‘startling’’ by 
Richard T. O'Hara. To the very few records of Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons in this area can now be added 
an immature seen by Harold D. Mitchell and party in 





Wainfleet Township, 
Welland County, 
Ont., July 27. Wal- 
ter Listman estimat- 
ed 12,000 Red- 
breasted Mergansers 
to be on Lake On- 
tario off Rochester, 
April 27. In late 


July, Harry Lums- 
den, Biologist, De- 
partment of Lands 


and Forests, saw 3 
broods of Ring- 
necked Ducks at 
Tamworth, Len- 
nox and Addington 
County, and no fewer than 36 broods at Conroy's 
Marsh, on the border of Hastings and Renfrew Coun- 
ties, Ont. 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds and Rails.—An observa- 
tion of a Rough-legged Hawk at Moosonee between 
July 5 and 10 (Fern Yates) is worthy of record since 
there is still no definite evidence of this hawk breed- 
ing in Ontario, despite the growing number of summer 
observations north of Lat. 48° N. A Sharp-tailed 
Grouse in McMillan Township, Cochrane District, 
June 7 (C. E. Hope and J. L. Baillie) added another 
summer occurrence to the map for this species. Since 
it was not collected, its subspecific identification was 
not determined. Harold Lancaster reported a slight in- 
crease in the numbers of Bob-white last spring in the 
western part of Elgin County, Ont. Probably a north- 
ward extension in the range of the Virginia Rail was 
established by Hope when he flushed one on June 
18, 10 miles west of Kapuskasing, Cochrane District, 
Ontario. 














Shorebirds.—Early returning (7) shorebirds in- 
cluded Lesser Yellow-legs at Rochester, June 21-22 
(H. Miller) and a spring-plumaged Stilt Sandpiper 
at the mouth of Nanticoke Creek, Haldimand County, 
Ont., July 1 (Eric Bastin). Rarities were Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper and Hudsonian Godwit. One of the latter 
was seen at Toronto on August 10 (Jack Sherrin). On 
the 17th of August, a Buff-breasted Sandpiper turned 
up at the same place (marsh and dump at the foot of 
Leslie Street) and was identified by Douglas Scovell. 
That day there were 17 species of shorebirds visible 
from the dump. On the 22nd, two Buff-breasts were 
present there (Dr. C. H. Douglas Clarke, et al.) and 
from the 24th to the 31st, 3. Three Buff-breasts had 
been seen at the head of Lake Superior on August 
13 (Dr. Albert E. and David E. Allin) and 3 at 
Po:nt Pelee on May 31 (Robert Mara). 

Gulls and Terns.—Prosperity among the Ring-billed 
Gulls at Little Galloo Island, off Henderson Harbor, 
N. Y. (east end of Lake Ontario), is indicated by John 
B. Belknap’s estimate of 25,000 pairs breeding on the 
island this season. In June, 1600 of them were banded 
by members of the Genesee Ornithological Society. 
Belknap also reported well over 1000 Common Terns 
in a breeding colony at the same location. 

Cuckoos.—Unusually large numbers of Black-billed 
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Cuckoos were reported from two areas in June where 
there was widespread aspen defoliation by the Forest 
Tent Caterpillar. Chandler Robbins, at Manitoulin 
Island, northern Lake Huron, recorded over 150 of 
these birds between June 1 and 23. And from Algon- 
quin Park to Ottawa and north to the northwest corner 
of Parc de Laverendrye (in western Quebec 100 miles 
east of the north end of Lake Temiskaming), Dr 
Harold H. Axtell found the same prevalence of these 
birds in areas of bad caterpillar infestation. Hope and 
Baillie heard these cuckoos in five places between June 
4 and 22 in the country along the Trans-Canada High- 
way between Strickland (25 miles east of Kapuskas- 
ing) and Forde Lake (25 miles west of Hearst), in 
northern Ontario, north of the normal northern limits 
of the species and in areas of caterpillar prevalence. 

Ouls, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers.—Two breeding 
records for the Saw-whet Owl in Ontario should be 
mentioned. On May 25, Anna Saunders saw an adult 
peering out of a nest-hole at Terra Cotta (Toronto 
region) and 19 days later her husband, Dr. Richard 
M. Saunders, saw young birds out of the nest there. 
This was the third Toronto nest for which there is 
record. In Holloway Township, south of Lake Abitibi, 
Dr. Jack Satterly saw young on July 2. A Red-bellied 
Woodpecker at Rondeau Park (north shore Lake Erie) 
May 11, was reported by Bernard Nathan. The best 
observation of the spring season at Rochester was a 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher seen flying west against a 
gentle breeze at Rigney’s Bluff, Lake Ontario, May 18, 
by B. Kemnitzer, R. McKinney and other members of 
the G.O.S. 

Jays to Thrushes—A marked flight of Blue Jays 
flying northeast through Rodney, Elgin County, Ont., 
May 6 (southwest wind) was witnessed by Lancaster. 
There were 668 birds in the movement, which was 
watched from daybreak to 8 a.m. EST. When the wind 
changed to northwest the flight ceased. Fall flights are 
more common in this area. The Brown-capped Chicka- 
dees which frequented feeding-stations last winter and 
this spring in southern Ontario left early in April 
(London, April 9, J. C. Higgins; Toronto, April 7, 
Dr. Lilian Langstaff) but stragglers were reported in 
May at Point Pelee (one on the 9th seen by Robert 
Mara and by Riseborough) and on the Lake Ontario 
shore at Rochester (1 on 6th, 3 on 10th, 1 on 18th 
and 1 on 31st seen by Listman, Thomas Barry ef al.). 
A new breeding record for the Lakehead was the 
Brown Thrasher, a nest of which Colonel Lionel $ 
Dear found on June 13. On the 22nd it contained 1 
egg. A northward extension in the range of the Veery 
was indicated when Fred Helleiner saw one at Chaput 
Hughes, 50 miles north of Lake Temiskaming, June 15. 

I arblers.—Records of the Prothonotary Warbler on 
the north shore of Lake Ontario are few indeed. This 
year one was present at Port Britain between May 17 
and 20 (Florence Reeve). The second breeding station 
of it in the Buffalo region was also established this 
season by Danny Anderson. On June 15, Art Schaffner 
located a nest with 3 eggs there. A Worm-eating War- 
bler (very rare in extreme southern Ontario) was seen 
at Rondeau, May 24, by Ralph O'Reilly. Probably the 
only nesting place for it in the whole of this Region 
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(Elmira, N. Y.) reported another nest this year (found 
by H. C. York) and it was photographed on June 4 
by Dr. Arthur A. Allen. William Maddeford identi- 
fied single Blue-wined Warblers at Point Pelee (May 
10) and London (May 18). Blue-wings are about at 
their northern limits at the places indicated. A new 
summer station for the Prairie Warbler (Sheldon’s 
Lake, Miner's Bay, Haliburton County, Ont.) was re- 
ported by D. Scovell (a single bird in late July). There 
are now two breeding places in Frontenac County, one 
in Norfolk, and a possible one in Haliburton, apart 
from their regular breeding range in Ontario from 
Lambton County up the shore of Lake Huron and 
Georgian Bay to Lake Nipissing. One of the few nests 
of the Palm Warbler for this area was found by Hope 
this summer (5 eggs, June 7) in McMillan Town. 
ship, 40 miles west of Hearst, on the Trans-Canada 
Highway. The Kentucky Warbler has about the same 
status in lower Ontario as the Blue-winged (very rare, 
and usually in May). Neither has ever bred in the 
Province. This past season there were two further 
observations of the Kentucky—a specimen taken at 
Long Point lighthouse, May 8 (Lorne Brown through 
Dr. Ron Tasker) and one seen at Toronto, May 18 
(Derek Beacham). Although the Hooded Warbler is 
known to breed in Ontario only at Orwell, Elgin 
County, observations of individuals at 3 other places 
along the southern edge of the Province were made 
late in May (Kitchener, May 25, Ronald Brooman; 
Thamesville. May 30, Al Wood and Douglas Middle- 
ton; and St. Thomas, May 31, Fred Bodsworth). There 
were 2 birds singing at Thamesville. In June, 2 
further nests were located at the Springwater Woods, 
Orwell. 

Finches.—Hope's record of a Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak 40 miles west of Hearst, June 6, marked a north- 
ward extension. The possibility of another invasion 
of crossbills this winter was suggested by Fred Hellei- 
ner, who reported Red Crossbills daily through August 
(in flocks of up to 15 birds ) at Ox Narrows, Hali- 
burton. Despite the fact that Clay-colored Sparrows 
have occurred at breeding-time here and there pretty 
well throughout all of southern Ontario, there was no 
definite breeding evidence until 1950 (Toronto). This 
summer (1952) three additional nestings came to 
light—nest with 4 eggs at Craigleith, June 3 (George 
Francis), nest with 4 eggs there, June 11 (Alfred 
Mitchener) and a pair feeding young at Camp Borden, 
June 29 (Frank Munro). Craigleith and Camp Borden 
are in the vicinity of south Georgian Bay.—JAMEsS L 
BAILLIE. Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology and 
Palagontology, Toronto, Ontario, 


APPALACHIAN REGION. — Ornithologically 
speaking. the summer of 1952 was a “normal” one in 
the Appalachian Region. Birds which were to be ex- 
pected were present in about the usual numbers, and 
there were no spectacular invasions or departures from 
the norm. From the weather standpoint, the summer 
was very hot, and in most sections unusually dry. As of 
Sept. 1, the Pittsburgh weather station reported a 
temperature excess of over 700 degrees for the year. 
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At several stations within the Region July was the 
hottest month on record, 

Due perhaps to the heat and drought, a number of 
observers commented on the early 
cessation of bird song, morning 
choruses being poor after June 15. 
During a week in early August 
spent in the West Virginia Spruce 
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nestings. Slate-colored (Carolina) 
Juncos were feeding young on Mid- 
dle Mountain, W. Va., on August 
13, and Ralph Edeburn reported 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos building in 
Wayne Co., W. Va., on August 9, 
and a nest with one egg of the same 
species in Lincoln Co., W. Va., on 
An exception to the rule of early song ces- 
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August 12 
sation was in the Bob-white population. Around Mor- 


gantown, W. Va., the “bob-white” chorus in early 
August was the heaviest and most persistent that I have 
ever heard 
All factors have combined to give us the prospect 
banner wildlife food crop for the autumn and 
winter seasons. Insects in this area are amazingly 
abundant. There is the heaviest beech mast that I 
have seen in twenty years, and oak, hickory and wal- 
nut are also bearing well. Wild grape, dogwood, wild 
cherry, holly, and other fruit and berry trees and 
shrubs are in full production. There is a very heavy 
cone crop on the red spruces. All this augurs well for 
winter birds, but it probably means that fewer than 
usual individuals will concentrate at artificiai feeding 
stations 
If past experience is a guide, this year should mark 
the crest in populations of Bob-whites, Ruffed Grouse, 
and, perhaps, Wild Turkeys. Wildlife observers are 
watching for a decline in numbers, which 
have built up to a peak. Should a “crash” come this 
winter, it will certainly not be due to a shortage of 
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food. 

Observers in this region are still witnessing the 
parallel phenomena of so-called ‘‘northern” birds es- 
tablishing themselves as breeding birds at more south- 
ern stations or at lower elevations, while so-called 
birds are constantly moving northward or 
to higher elevations. E. P. Odum has done extensive 
work on the progressively southward breeding of 
Blue-headed (Mountain) Vireos, Song Sparrows, and 
others in the North Carolina and Georgia mountains. 
George Hall and others found Blue-headed Vireos in 
June in Wayne Co., W. Va., at low elevations. Least 
and Traill’s Flycatchers are appearing regularly at 
lower elevations. Ralph Edeburn, from Mason Co., 
W. Va., reported a Traill’s Flycatcher nest along the 
Ohio River. 
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On the other hand, Black Vultures continue to ap- 
pear north and west of points at which they had pre- 
viously been reported. Blue Grosbeaks are becoming 
fairly common at stations north and west of their 
former known summer range. Summer Tanagers are 
constantly invading mountain territory where previ- 


ously only Scarlet Tanagers had been known. In 
northeastern Ohio, Vincent McLaughlin and others 
have recently found Hooded, Worm-eating, and other 
“southern” warblers much more common. 

During the period of this report the Brooks Bird 
Club, of Wheeling, W. Va., observed its Twentieth 
Anniversary. This club draws its membership prin- 
cipally from West Virginia, eastern Ohio, and west- 
ern Pennsylvania. Through its publications, forays, 
and censuses, and through the devoted work of its 
individual members, it has contributed immeasurably 
to our knowledge of the birdlife of the Region. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons.—There are scattered rec- 
ords of Common Loons in northeastern Ohio, possi- 
bly wounded birds. Pied-billed Grebes had a good 
year in Ohio and northwestern Pennsylvania. An adult 
female, collected at Kenova, W. Va., on July 21 
(Edeburn) is the first summer record from that area. 
A Great Blue Heron rookery, the second for the 
county, was found by H. E. Johnson near Warren, 
>a. This was not a particularly good year for-““white”’ 
herons, only scattered Am. Egrets, and no Snowies 
appearing around the northeastern Ohio Lakes. W. R 
DeGarmo and Jack Larmoyeux did, however, find 
four Am. Egrets near Elkins, W. Va., on July 21, 
the first they have seen in this mountainous region. 
J. C. Howell notes a colony of about 15 pairs of 
nesting Black-crowned Night Herons in Blount Co., 
Tenn., very rare for the eastern part of that State 

Geese through Rails—Nothing spectacular in the 
way of waterfowl turned up in the Region, but the 
general increase in the Wood Duck breeding popula- 
tion is gratifying. DeGarmo found a flock of 35-40 
of these birds feeding in grain fields near Elkins, 
W. Va. Several Gadwalls were present in northeastern 
Ohio until early summer (McLaughlin), but there 
were no evidences of nesting. 

DeGarmo has recently found Black Vultures in 
Canaan Valley, Tucker Co., W. Va., our first definite 
records from any area west of the Allegheny Front. 
These birds seem particularly attracted by long, open 
mountain valleys. Howell notes an unusual number of 
Bald Eagles in East Tennessee during the summer. 
Don Hurley found an Osprey, very rare in summer, 
at Fort Loudon Lake, Knox Co., Tenn., on June 10 
An immature Sora Rail, very early if a migrant, was 
seen by DeGarmo near Elkins on August 2. W. 
Clarke, Jr., notes three summer records of Florida 
Gallinules in the State College, Pa., area. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—It might be sup- 
posed that the summer's steel strike would have little 
relationship to ornithology ; nevertheless, the steel com- 
panies, due to the shut-down, did not empty their 
reservoirs in unglaciated Ohio, and therefore very few 
mud flats for shorebirds were available. Birds tended 
to concentrate in the few suitable spots. J. Heimer- 
dinger found 3 Northern Phalaropes, together with 
Red Knots and about 50 Dowitchers in August. Booth 
reported a Piping Plover and a Willet near Berlin, 
Ohio, on August 20, and a Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
on August 31. A Piping Plover near Knoxville, Tenn. 
(Howell), on August 17 is noteworthy. There seems 
to have been an unusually heavy flight of Pectoral 
Sandpipers through the mountainous area. Solitary 
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Sandpipers summered in the State College, Pa., region. 
The first breeding record for Upland Sandpipers in the 
Morgantown, W. Va., area was made when young 
were raised at the Morgantown Airport (Earl McCue 
and Brooks). High water in the lakes prevented tern 
nesting, although there were Caspian Terns during 
the summer in northern Ohio. A Ring-billed Gull on 
White Bar Lake, Tenn. (Mrs. E. M. West), on May 
21 was very late. 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—Mrs. J. W. Handlan, in 
Monroe Co., W. Va., and Edeburn in the Huntington, 
W. Va., area comment on marked increases in the 
Eastern Kingbird populations. A Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher at Morgantown on August 14 was very early. 
C. S. and R. C. Banks found Traill’s Flycatchers at 
four localities in Jefferson Co., Ohio, and located 
several nests, one in hawthorne and one in elderberry. 
There was an unusually heavy swallow flight through 
the Morgantown area, and Cliff Swallows concentrated 
at their usual spots in the mountains. A new Cliff 
Swallow colony with 34 nests was found near Fairfield, 
Va. (J. J. Murray). 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Creepers —Black-capped 
Chickadees were found at an elevation of 2280 feet 
in Highland County, Va. (a new low altitude record 
for the State), by F. R. Scott, James Sydnor, and C. E. 
Stevens. George Hall and others found Red-breasted 
Nuthatches unusually common in the West Virginia 
mountains. Clarke and Merrill Wood commented on 
a number of Brown Creeper records in the State Col- 
lege, Pa., area. Wood found a pair with young out of 
the nest at Bear Meadows, Pa., on June 16. 

Wrens, Kinglets. Shrikes—A Short-billed Marsh 
Wren colony was located in Preston Co., W. Va., by 
Forest Buchanan and A. F. Ganier. Scott, Sydnor, and 
Stevens found two nests. of Golden-crowned Kinglets 
in Highland Co., Va., on June 18. They report the 
birds as more common and widespread than they have 
previously seen them in mountainous Virginia. A 
Loggerhead Shrike near Elizabethton, Tenn. (R. M 
and L. R. Herndon), was unusual. 

Warblers—Among wood warbler records, several 
are noteworthy. A Prothonotary Warbler was found 
in Mason Co., W. Va., on May 31, by H. C. Land. 
The Brooks Bird Club foray in Wayne Co., W. Va., 
located three new stations for Swainson’s Warbler, 
Worm-eating Warblers, rare in Knoxville, Tenn., area, 
were found on June 20 (Howell). Nashville Warblers 
were unusually common near Warren, Pa. (Johnson). 
Two Parula Warbler nests, one in a piece of burlap 
hanging to a tree, were found in Wayne Co., W. Va., 
by the B.B.C. foray group. 

Finches —A Rose-breasted Grosbeak near Steuben- 
ville, Ohio, on June 14 (Banks) was unusual. A Blue 
Grosbeak nest was found in Knox Co., Tenn., on June 
20 (Howell). One individual was seen in Mason Co., 
W. Va., on May 27 (Edeburn). Murray reported them 
in usual numbers from Rockbridge Co., Va. Dickcissels 
were found near Elizabethton, Tenn., on July 10 (F 
W. and M. F. Behrend), and near Knoxville, Tenn., 
on June 22 (Howell). The last of the winter's Evening 
Grosbeaks departed from the State College, Pa., area 
on May 21 (Clarke). Red Crossbills in good numbers 
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were found in the Gaudineer Knob area in West Vir- 
ginia by DeGarmo, Hall, and Wayne Davis. Males 
were singing, responded to ‘‘squeaks,’’ and gave other 
evidences of nesting. A male Red Crossbill feeding 
young was noted by H. C. and H. K. Land near Gatlin- 
burg, Tenn., in late April. 

Sparrows.—Henslow’s Sparrows continue to occupy 
new territory throughout the northern part of the 
Region. A Lark Sparrow near Knoxville, Tenn., on 
August 18 (Mrs. R. A. Monroe) was one of two re- 
cent records from the area. Mrs. West believes that 
(Bachman’s) Pine-woods Sparrows nested near Harri- 
man, Tenn.—MaAvrice Brooks, Il est Virginia Uni- 
tervity, Morgantown, W. Wa. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—During 
spring the weather was hot and dry, but during 
the summer there was a great deal of precipitation. 
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for that date 
by the Minneapolis Weather Bureau. June and July 
were hot and humid. In northern Michigan the ther- 
mometer registered 100° or more for several days. In 
the Great Lakes, water levels have been the highest 
since about 1887, and along the eastern shore of Lake 
Michigan many trees have been washed into the lake. 
A tornado in the St. Paul-Minneapolis, Minn., area 
on June 24 caused extensive damage to homes and 
property. Its effect on a Great Blue Heron nesting 
colony will be discussed later. The dry weather during 
spring and early summer was probably beneficial to 
ground-nesting birds. 

Loons.—Adults and one young Common Loon were 
seen at Lonesome Lake, Oakland Co., Mich., in July 
(Bertha Daubendiek). This is first observation for 
that area recorded by the Detroit Bird Survey. A 
Common Loon (Lesser) nested at Pleasant Lake, 
Barry Co., Mich. (L. H. Walkinshaw). 

Herons.—A heron colony located on Rice Lake, 
just north of St. Paul, Minn., was almost completely 
devastated by a tornado on June 24. There were an 
estimated 376 Great Blue Heron nests and a few 
Black-crowned Night Heron nests in this colony be- 
fore the storm. Many of the herons were in the nest 
or not yet able to fly (although moving about in the 
tree tops), before the tornado left the area a mass 
of twisted and broken trees. Perhaps 75 per cent of 
the colony was destroyed, and many not directly killed 
died as a result of injury and starvation. Many young 
dead were seen on the ground; some unharmed 
young, not yet able to fly, apparently were not being 
fed. Many young and adults had broken wings, broken 
legs or were otherwise injured. A quite different but 
just as unusual observation was made at a heron 
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colony on an island in General Shield’s Lake, Rice 
Co., Minn., by Mrs. Orwin Rustad. On May 1 a 
Horned Owl nest with 2 young was discovered in 
the midst of a group of Great Blue Heron nests, all 
about 35-40 feet above the ground. One Great Blue 
Heron nest was 21/4 feet, another 314 feet, and an- 
other about 6 feet from the owl nest. Several others 
were not over 15 feet away. Neither owls nor herons 
disturbed each other in the vicinity of the owls’ nest, 
but when the owl flew to the other side of the 5-acre 
island the herons there seemed greatly disturbed. Al- 
though pellets were saved, as yet no food analysis 
has been made. On August 9 an estimated 500 Am. 
Egrets and 50 Little Blue Herons were seen in Jeffer- 
son County, Wis.—one of the largest concentrations 
of southern herons in that state in recent times (Mary 
Donald, ef al.). 

W’aterfowl—At Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 
Germfask, Mich., this was another good year for 
Canada Geese. There was an increase in numbers of 
nesting pairs and an increase of young. Production 
was estimated at 800 goslings. The first nest was 
found on April 21 and the first brood was seen on 
May 13. Ducks showed a slight increase over last 
year at Seney. The first brood, that of a Black Duck, 
was noted on May 22 (Edward J. Smith, Jr.). Near 
Kalamazoo, Mich., a four-county average count 
showed a decline in the duck population as follows: 
Mallard, down 1/3; Black Duck, down 14 or more; 
Blue-winged Teal, down 14 (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 

Vultures —The Turkey Vulture seems to be be- 
coming more numerous in Wisconsin at all seasons 
(William J. Fisk); Carl Richter found a nest this 
summer in Oconto County in the northeastern part of 
the State. 

Gallinaceous Birds.—At Seney Refuge, Mich., 
Spruce Grouse were rarely seen and Greater Prairie 
Chickens were extremely rare. Sharp-tailed and Ruffed 
Grouse populations were still high (Smith). Ruffed 
Grouse were seen commonly throughout the northern 
half of Michigan's lower peninsula in June and July 
and one adult with about 15 young was seen on July 
{ (Zimmerman). A booming ground used by 6 to 8 
male Greater Prairie Chickens was found on May 30 
at Dingman Marsh, Cheboygan Co., Mich. (Walkin- 
shaw). Most observers felt that Ring-necked Pheas- 
ants had increased. 

Sandhill Cranes.—During a survey of Sandhill 
Cranes in Michigan, nesting localities were found in 
the following counties; Barry, Calhoun, Chippewa, 
Clinton, Eaton, Jackson (5 localities in Leoni Twp., 
alone), Livingston, Luce, Mackinac (Pullup Lake, 
May 24, first record for county) and Schoolcraft. 
The first nest, with 2 eggs, was found on April 24 
in Livingston County (Walkinshaw, Dr. and Mrs. 
Cottrille, William Dyer, Merrill Gilfillan, John Mil- 
ler, Charles Price and Harold Wing). At least two 
birds summered in Adams County, Wis. (Robbins). 

Hummingbirds.—On June 2 a Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird nest with 2 eggs was found near Champlin, 
Hennepin Co., Minn., and later 7 nests were found 
in the same area (John Jarosz). 

Sapsuckers, Flycatchers.—In Wisconsin, summering 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were noted as far south 


as Wyalusing Park in Grant County (June 22, Carl 
Frister, Bernard Kaiman) and southern Adams Coun- 
ty (July 9, Robbins). A Crested Flycatcher nest con- 
taining 7 eggs was found on June 18 near Champlin, 
Hennepin Co., Minn. On June 23 the eggs had 
hatched and on June 24 the nest was destroyed by 
the tornado previously mentioned (Jarosz). An East- 
ern Phoebe nest containing 3 eggs was found near 
Champlin, Hennepin Co., Minn., on April 29. These 
eggs hatched successfully. On June 9 another Phoebe 
nest, built at exactly the same spot, was found with 
5 eggs. This nesting was also successful (Jarosz). 

Nuthatches through Mockingbirds.—A Red-breasted 
Nuthatch nesting site was found near Bloomfield 
Hills, Oakland Co., Mich., on May 18. On May 28 
the adults were seen carrying food (Walter P. Nick- 
ell). It is very unusual for this species to nest so far 
south in Michigan. A Brown Creeper nest containing 
6 young about 3 days old was found near Champlin, 
Hennepin Co., Minn., on May 28 (Jarosz). This is 
unusually far south for this species to nest. Two sing- 
ing Bewick’s Wrens remained in Adams, Adams Co., 
Wis., through June and one of them was still present 
in mid-August—one of the northernmost records for 
the State (Robbins). The same observer recorded a 
Mockingbird in Adams County in July and August. 

Loggerhead Shrike-—On April 25 a nest of the Mi- 
grant Shrike containing 5 eggs was found near Cham- 
plin, Hennepin Co., Minn. A total of six eggs was 
laid. The hatching sequence was unusual; one egg 
hatched on May 14, three on May 15, one on May 16 
and one on May 17 (Jarosz). 

Warblers —The half-finished nest of a Prothono- 
tary Warbler was found on May 26 near Champlin, 
Hennepin Co., Minn., at the northern edge of the 
Prothonotary’s range. This nest was abandoned. On 
June 23 a second nest was found containing 5 young 
about 3 days old. It was in a tree cavity about 20 
feet from a pond. This same cavity was used by 
Black-capped Chickadees last year (Jarosz). A male 
Brewster's Warbler which had been found in Ma- 
zomanie, Wis., in May was still present on June 19 
(N. R. Barger, ef al.). Two nests of the Yellow- 
breasted Chat were found in Southfield Twp., Oak- 
land Co., Mich., on June 20 (Nickell). Pine Warbler, 
Northern Water-thrush and Mourning Warbler were 
all recorded for Oakland Co., Mich., during the sum- 
mer period, although no nests or young were found 
(Elton Stilwell, D. S. Middleton, R. A. O'Reilly, Jr., 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Kelley). Nashville Warblers were 
very common in places in Oscoda and Crawford 
Counties, Mich.: 19 singing males in 50 miles of 
driving on July 1 (Zimmerman). Three to 12 Kirt- 
land’s Warblers were recorded almost daily in Oscoda 
and Crawford Counties, Mich., in late June and early 
July (Zimmerman). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A singing male Cardinal 
was observed as far north as Cadillac, Wexford Co., 
Mich., on July 13 by the Zimmermans who traveled 
every county in the upper half of the lower peninsula 
this spring and summer. Dickcissels are extending 
their range and were equally as numerous as last year 
near Kalamazoo, Mich. (Hall), and a pair was ob- 
served carrying food and fecal sacs 31/ miles west of 
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Johanesburg, Otsego Co., Mich., on July 7 (Zimmer- 
man). A flock of 15-20 Evening Grosbeaks were seen 
in Door Co., Wis., on June 19 (Lyle Dye) and in 
northern Schoolcraft Co., Mich., 3 young barely able 
to fly were being fed by both adults and about 50 
adults were seen (Zimmerman). Although erratic, it 
is unusual for this species to nest so far south. An- 
other ‘‘northern” species noted during the nesting sea- 
son was the Purple Finch. In Manitowoc, Wis., adults 
with young were seen on June 29 (Myron Reichwaldt, 
Harold Koopmann). In Oscoda and Crawford Coun- 
ties, Mich., they were far more common this year than 
last, and several birds were seen daily. A new nesting 
record for Kalamazoo County, Mich., was that of a 
pair of Lark Sparrows with 3 young seen on June 12 
(Hall, ef al.) —Harvey L. GUNDERSON, Minnesota 
Museum of Natural History, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—A hot 
summer, with precipitation varying from unusually 
heavy in the northwestern part of the Region to disas- 
trously light in 
the southern, 
seems to have 
provided a gen- 
erally favorable 
nesting 
son for birds. 
Reports from 
the areas of 
late summer 
drought are 
spotty, but they 
do not indicate that nesting, except perhaps of Wood 
Ducks, was seriously affected. Where water was abun- 
dant or high, marsh nesters were variously influenced 
but on a local rather than a general scale. Thus an 
unusually large number of small swamps and _pot- 
holes produced correlatively numerous successful nests 
of Green Herons near Gary, Ind. (Raymond Grow), 
Wood Ducks in northern Indiana (William B. 
Barnes), and King Rails near Chicago (Karl Bartel ) 
and Davenport, Iowa (Thomas Morrissey). On the 
other hand, high water in a Davenport marsh, that 
last year held 19 Least Bittern nests, this summer re- 
duced the nests to 2 (Morrissey); and a regular In- 
diana nesting site for Blue-winged Teal was flooded at 
the time when incubation should have been under way 
(Russell Mumford). 

Herons.—It was an excellent summer for ‘white 
herons,” both for the Am. Egrets nesting within the 
Region and for post-nuptial wanderers. An increase in 
the number of feeding adult Am. Egrets in the Lake 
Erie marshes indicates that the West Sister Island, 
Ohio, breeding colony, probably the northernmost on 
the continent, continued to grow (Laurel Van Camp). 
A great flight of southern birds gave Indiana and Illi- 
nois their best year since at least 1949; at Indiana's 
newly-flooded 2500-acre Willow Slough marsh on the 
border between those states, William Madden found 
500 Am. Egrets and 200 Little Blue Herons in early 
August. As usual, a few adult Little Blues joined the 
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more errant immature birds. The much rarer Snowy 
Egret was well distributed and reached a surprising 
high near Chicago, where Bartel saw 20 to 25 daily 
in early August. 

Des Moines, Iowa, observers, who saw their first 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron in many years in 1951, 
this year found a flock of 8 adults and 2 immatures in 
mid-July. Immature birds were still present in late 
August (Woodward H. Brown). This species occurs 
only casually in Iowa. 

Ohio reports still another Glossy Ibis, at Winous 
Point in the northwest part of the State; it was present 
from late May until mid-June (Van Camp). Rarer 
still is a Cattle Egret seen at the Saganashkee Slough 
near Chicago on August 10 by Charles Clark and 
Robert Pringle. This old world species was carefully 
observed under favorable conditions and identified only 
after extensive work among Chicago’s museums and 
other research facilities. The possibility that it was an 
escape can not be overlooked. 

Vultures, Eagles —Turkey Vultures were markedl, 
decreased in two separated localities, Clinton, Mo. 
(S. B. Hughes) and northwest Ohio. In the latter area 
Van Camp failed to find a single successful nest, a 
failure possibly attributable to a late cold spring. Of 
6 Bald Eagle nests near Toledo, 4 succeeded, 2 young 
fledgings from each (Van Camp). 

Least Tern.—Most interesting of all reports was the 
discovery by Richard Brewer and Hardy of a nesting 
colony of Least Terns, perhaps the first breeding record 
on the Ohio River. Investigating a rumor that Common 
Terns nested on a large sand beach near Shawneetown, 
Ill., Brewer and Hardy found instead the rare Least 
Tern. Nesting was nearly complete at the time, July 5, 
but a few eggs and downy young were still present 
The estimated breeding population was 25 to 30 pairs 
This find may 1950 report in this 
column of 17 Least Terns at Hovey Lake, Ind., some 
15 miles from the newly-discovered colony, 

Evidence of breeding of the same species near St 
Louis, Mo., was j. Earl Comfort’s report of downy 
young on a Mississippi River island opposite that city. 

Cuckoos.—Several points in Indiana and Illinois 
report decided increases in breeding cuckoos of both 
species. Unfortunately, no data seem to be available to 
help account for this resurgence since the summer of 


account for the 


1950, when cuckoos were scarce throughout the region 

Ouls.—Work by Van Camp in Ohio affords a 
striking example of the Screech Owl’s adaptat.on to 
artificial nest sites. Of 31 nests found, 28 were in 
Wood Duck boxes. It should be pointed out that this 
does not necessarily indicate interspecific competition 
in which the duck is unsuccesstul; in any event it 
ought not lead to ill-considered efforts to “rectify” the 
situation by the well-meaning but uninformed. 

Steller’s Jay—An adult Steller’s Jay that turned up 
at a Highland Park, IIl., bird feeder in April continued 
to return for food in August after having been trapped 
by Paul Downing, banded, transported to the Chicago 
Museum of Natural History for identification, and 
finally released at the trapping station. Austin L. Rand 
identified the bird as belonging to the subspecies C.s. 
annectens. 


Bluebirds. 


-The Eastern Bluebird seems not to have 
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recovered from the decline in its numbers that began 
in 1950. T. E. Musselman notes a slight gain at 
Quincy, Ill.; but Bartel at Chicago found only 3 nest- 
ing pairs where last year there were 11, and in Iowa 
Pearl Knoop and Brown found the species scarcer than 
ever. Ohio may never have experienced a decline; at 
any rate, 42 of 55 boxes in the vicinity of Akron were 
occupied during the summer 

I! urblers.—At the Indiana Dunes, where the ranges 
of Blue- and Golden-winged Warblers overlap, there 
have been rather regular reports of the hybrids of these 
two species, the Brewster's and Lawrence’s Warblers. 
It is interesting, therefore, that Merrill Sweet found a 
Blue-wing brooding 5 young in late June, a Golden- 
wing apparently the territorial male. On a return visit 
the young were gone and the adults were not found. 
During the summer Sweet found both hybrids in the 
dunes area. 

For the found 
Swainson’s Warblers in cane patches near Murphys- 
boro, Ill. but could discover no positive proof of 


second straight summer Brewer 


nesting 

Well south of its normal breeding range was a sing- 
ing male Mourning Warbler at Wheeling, Ill. Thomas 
L. Kemper, who saw it there in suitable nesting habi- 
tat on June 19 and 22, could find no nest; it may well 
have been one of those birds that for some reason fail 
to go north to breed. 

European Tree Sparrow - 
relative of the House Sparrow nested at Jacksonville, 


Six pairs of this close 


Ill., SO miles north and east of any previous known 
breeding record (Musselman, William V. O’Brien). 

Blackbird,:.—The southernmost nesting of Bobolinks 
in Illinois in many years is Harold Holland's finding 
of 8 breeding pairs near Galesburg (fide Musselman). 
Western Meadowlarks were seen east to Toledo, where 
birds singing the songs of both Eastern and Western 
forms indicate that the two hybridize there. More in- 
that the Western, 
seen relatively infrequently in 


teresting is Morrissev's estimate 


which was tormerly 


northeast Iowa, now equals in numbers the Eastern 
Meadowlark around Davenport. 

whether to attribute the ac- 
cumulating reports of Brewer's Blackbird to range ex- 
tension by 


It is dithcult to know 


the species or stimulated awareness by 
observers. New nesting colonies near Chicago continue 
to turn up. The first Indiana specimen was taken by 
Mumford in 1950: this year Richard Phillips found the 
State's first breeding birds in a colony of at least 5 
nests in Lake County. James Cope and Grow soon 
afterward located a small colony to the east in Porter 
County, and other records of single birds to the east 
and south hint that more field work will continue to 
extend our knowledge of the species’ present range. 
Finche From observers are 
unanimous that Dickcissels were more numerous this 
summer than in the past, but in Ohio Van Camp found 
none where they have previously nested. Data are not 
at hand to substantiate Pearl Knoop’s conjecture that 
increases, at least in her area near Marble Rock, Iowa, 
are in direct correlation with the amount of land 
planted in alfalfa and clover—Vat NOLan, Jr., 806 
S. Hende 


Illinois westward, 


on. Bloomington. Ind 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Summer 
months in the Deep South are nearly always ex- 
tremely hot and humid and without much rain. Such 
conditions gen- 
erally yield a 
bumper crop of 
cotton, and 
probably also a 
bumper crop of 
young birds. 
The present 
summer, 
ever favorable 
it may have 
been for cot- 
ton and baby birds, produced in some sections ex- 
cessive drought and almost intolerable temperatures 
that either challenged, tied or smashed all-time rec- 
ords, notably those of the long-to-be remembered 
summer of 1930. At Pensacola, where records go 
back 72 years, this June was without precedent, with 
its 22 days of maximum 90° or above and with its 
less than one inch of rain in a month when 4.75 inches 
are expected. Memphis had an all-time high of 106° 
on July 28, in a month when only two days saw the 
thermometer fail to hit 90°. Local rains in July and 
August eased the situation in some places, but, as 
often is the case, it was a matter of ‘feast or famine.” 
Southwestern Louisiana got 14 to 17 inches of rain 
on July 16 to 17 that reportedly wreaked havoc with 
ground nesting species and apparently caused the de- 
struction of the eggs in a small colony of Roseate 
Spoonbills on the Sabine National Wildlife Refuge in 
Cameron Parish. Despite this catastrophe, the great 
duck and goose marshes are now in good shape as a 
result of that particular downpour and the precipita- 
tions that followed. The relation of weather to breed- 
ing success is difficult to gauge except by carefully 
planned studies covering long periods of time, but 
the immediate concensus is that the past season was 
eminently successful for most species and that recent 
rains insure adequate winter food and cover condi- 
tions. 

Ducks, Hawks.—Blue-winged Teal, which are al- 
ways early to return southward, made their appear- 
ance in southern Louisiana on August 13, at Rose- 
dale (R. K. Yancv). The Mississippi Kite, a com- 
mon nesting bird along the Mississippi River from 
below New Orleans to Memphis, Tenn., but rare 
farther north, was seen at Barr's Landing, near Arp, 
Tenn., on June 15, the first record for the species in 
that general area in nearly 25 years (Ben B. Coffey 
and R. D. Smith). The same observers, in a long 
circuit through Mississippi by auto, saw a single Red- 
tailed Hawk near Meridian on June 8, a noteworthy 
record since the species is rare in summer on the Gulf 
coastal plain. Also of special interest is the fact that 
Broad-winged Hawks were observed at 8 localities, 
whereas on a similar trip in 1936 the species was seen 
only once. 

Shorebirds.—As usual the last shorebirds to pass 
through the Region going north almost met the first 
to come back. A Pectoral Sandpiper and 2 Lesser 
Yellow-legs were seen at Tupelo, Miss., on June 
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(BBC, RDS) and a White-rumped Sandpiper at 
Attalla, Ala., on June 14 (Thomas A. Imhof). Some 
early southward migrants were: at the Wheeler Ref- 
uge near Decatur, Ala. (David C. Hulse), a Willet, 
July 14 (first July record there); at Pensacola (Fran- 
cis M. Weston), 1 Western and 5 Least Sandpipers, 
1 Lesser Yellow-legs, July 20; at Memphis (BBC), 
9 Upland Sandpipers, July 12; at Shreveport, La. 
(Horace H. Jeter), 1 Stilt Sandpiper, July 26; and, 
at Baton Rouge (GHL), 6 Western Sandpipers, July 
16; 1 Spotted Sandpiper, July 20; 2 Pectoral and 2 
Solitary Sandpipers, and 3 Lesser Yellow-legs, July 
21; 3 Stilt Sandpipers on July 24 (all from 1 to 14 
days earlier than ever before). The Ringed Plover, 
which is uncommon inland, was observed near Shreve- 
port on August 3 (HHJ) and near Decatur on 
August 5 (E. L. Humphries and Eugene Cypert). On 
Mud Lake, below Memphis, Pectoral Sandpipers in- 
creased in numbers to a high of 550 on August 10, 
and 60 Stilt Sandpipers were there on August 17. 

Gulls and Terns.—The extent to which coastal 
water birds wander over the open Gulf is a subject 
requiring much additional study. Hence it is worth- 
while noting that 2 Laughing Gulls and many Black 
Terns were observed 40 miles at sea off Pensacola on 
August 14 (FMW). M. G. Vaiden considers the 
Black Tern much more common in migration in re- 
cent years at Rosedale, Miss., and attributes this to 
the introduction of rice as a major crop. The birds 
feed over the flooded fields in daytime and on the 
basis of his telescopic counts of birds before the 
moon, he thinks they are also active at night. This 
year the species returned southward three weeks 
earlier than ever before in at least 2 localities, ap- 
pearing simultaneously at both Rosedale (MGV) and 
at Baton Rouge (GHL) on July 16. 

Goatsuckers.—Although Coffey and Smith traversed 
in June and early July a major part of the wooded up- 
lands of northern and central Mississippi and part of 
eastern Arkansas in search of Whip-poor-wills, they 
found or heard the species calling only near Hickory 
Flat, Miss., and near Salem, Ark. 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Gray Kingbirds were 
feeding young at Pensacola on July 2, a late date 
and presumably a second attempt (Mrs. J. F. Wer- 
nicke). Imhof finally, after much searching, obtained 
the first positive nesting record of the Eastern Phoebe 
near Decatur, Ala., at Cave Spring Cave. A Horned 
Lark seen and heard singing at Tupelo, Miss., on 
June 7 (BBC, RDS) was probably nesting; the 
species is rare or absent south of Memphis, except, of 
course, for the Texas Horned Lark that sometimes 
enters southwestern Louisiana. Weston this year found 
the pale, almost white-breasted, insular race of the 
Barn Swallow breeding at Fort Pickens on Santa 
Rosa Island, Fla., near Pensacola. On June 17 there 
were 2 nests with well-grown young, 1 with small 
young, 5 nests recently occupied as evidenced by 
droppings on the floor, and 20 individuals (ads. and 
imm.) in flight in the immediate vicinity. This is the 
farthest east that the coastal population has yet been 
found. 

Jays, W'rens.—A Blue Jay with large young in the 
nest on August 10 at Pensacola may have been a 
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third brood. A Short-billed Marsh Wren at Decatur, 
Ala., on Aug. 5 (EC) acted as though a nest were 
nearby, which, if true, would be an extension of 
breeding range. 

Warblers—On June 7 a late northbound Yellow 
Warbler was seen at Decatur, Ala., (TAI), and on 
July 24 an immature of the year was already back as 
far south as New Orleans (Henry Chase). Migrant 
Am. Redstarts likewise were back early, arriving at 
Grand Isle, La. (GHL), and at Pensacola (A. Mc. 
Millan) on August 2. Coffey found the Oven-bird 
just west of Hardy, Ark., at 4 locations, on July 4 
and 5. This may be the southern limit of the breeding 
range of the species in the Mississippi Valley. Inad.- 
vertently omitted from the last report is an observa- 
tion and collection by Vaiden and B. Collins of a 
Magnolia Warbler on May 30 (i2 days later than 
ever before) at Old River Lake, near Rosedale, Miss. 
A Canada Warbler was taken at the same place on 
May 27, 3 days later than any previous record in the 
Rosedale area. 

Orioles —Orchard Orioles are usually in south- 
ward migration by July 18, but on this day at Pensa- 
cola, Fla., Mrs. Wernicke found a nest with young, 
probably a second attempt. 

Grasshopper Sparrows.—What appears to be one of 
the most significant records of the past season was 
contributed by Jeter at Shreveport, La. Several pairs 
of the Grasshopper Sparrow, a species not known to 
breed in Louisiana, would show great anxiety when 
he entered their territories, but he was unable to find 
a nest. On June 14, however, he found a broken egg- 
shell, presumably of this species, in a field that had 
recently been mowed. There is not much doubt but 
that the nest of this species will be found at Shreve- 
port in another year—GeEorGE H. Lowery, Jr., and 
ROBERT J. NEWMAN, Maseum of Zoology, Louisiana 
State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION. — 
Weather conditions in this Region were generally 
favorable for nesting birds during the 1952 season 
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The early spring, with warm, dry weather resulted in 
good success for early nesting species especially 
Above normal temperatures occurred throughout the 
region in April. Local wind and hailstorms in eastern 
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Montana and western North Dakota caused some 
minor nesting losses in June. For the Region as a 
whole, above normal temperatures and below normal 
precipitation occurred during this nesting season. 

- Grebes—There was a decided decline in Eared 
Grebes in many areas in North Dakota. On Long 
Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak., high water levels 
probably accounted for their absence but in other 
areas such as Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., 
and Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak., there ap- 
peared to be no local changes to cause the decline. 
On Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., colonies contain- 
ing 125 to 150 nests were common. Western Grebes 
were on the decrease over most of the Region. 

\aterfowl—On the North Dakota Refuges nest- 
ing took place a little earlier than usual and first 
nestings were generally successful. Early drought 
conditions in North Dakota resulted in less water- 
fowl usage of the surrounding country and an in- 
crease in refuge usage. In contrast, Bowdoin Refuge 
in Montana’ reported the refuge nesting population 
down 60 per cent from 1951 while the easement 
refuges (which are administered by Bowdoin) and 
surrounding areas had a larger population. Medicine 
Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, Mont., reported the 
duck population as 25 per cent below 1951, but a 
good hatch and survival. Of special interest were the 
brood of Am. Golden-eyes noted on Medicine Lake 
Refuge on July 21 (Elmo G. Adams) and the female 
White-winged Scoter with 9 young on Des Lacs 
Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak., on July 28 (Howard 
Huenecke, Ray Glahn). This was a new nesting 
record for Des Lacs. A pair of White-winged Scoters 
was observed on School Section Lake in the Turtle 
Mountains in North Dakota on June 10 (Don Gray). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—A reasonably good hatch of 
Sharp-tailed Grouse was reported from Des Lacs 
Refuge in North Dakota (HH) and from LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. (Kenneth Krumm). There 
was an upward trend in Sage Hens on Bowdoin 
Refuge and the surrounding areas in Montana. Adult 
birds with broods were noted over a wider area than 
in previous years. Hungarian Partridge broods were 
seen frequently on Des Lacs, they were on the in- 
crease near Tower City, N. Dak. (Edgar Preston), 
and several large broods were noted on Sand Lake 
Refuge, Columbia, S$. Dak. (Harvey Nelson). The 
Ring-necked Pheasant hatch was average or above in 
South Dakota. 

Rails and Coots.—Virginia and Sora Rails had a 
good nesting season near Sioux Falls, $§. Dak. (J. § 
Findley). There was a large decline in Am. Coots 
in southern Manitoba (Art Hawkins). Fewer were 
noted on the potholes of northwestern North Dakota 
and they were almost scarce on Lower Souris and 
Des Lacs Refuges 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—Willets had a suc- 
cessful season in North Dakota and large numbers of 
young Willets, Am. Avocets and Wilson's Phala- 
topes were produced on Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, 
Mont. The Franklin's Gull colony on the north por- 
tion of Sand Lake Refuge, Columbia, S. Dak., was 
inhabited by several thousand pairs of nesting birds 
(HN). A nesting colony of Common Terns was 


discovered offshore along the east shore of Good 
Spirit Lake near Yorkton, Sask. This was a new 
nesting record for the district (Dr. and Mrs. Stuart 
Houston). 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were reported as plenti- 
ful over most of the Region and appeared to have a 
successful nesting season. There was the usual de- 
struction of nests and young due to high winds. Be- 
ginning in early June, weekly observations on Mourn- 
ing Dove nesting in 2 areas near Bismarck, N. Dak.., 
were made by Robert Randall to obtain some informa- 
tion on production of doves in different types of 
cover. One area, a farm shelterbelt about 1.7 acres 
in size, had 9 pairs of nesting birds. The other, a 
natural coulee with 3.8 acres of trees and brush, 
had 25 pairs. The observations were begun in early 
June. 

Flycatchers, Martins.—All flycatchers seemed to be 
below normal in the vicinity of Kenmare, N. Dak., 
especially the Western Kingbird. The Eastern King- 
bird exceeded the Western in various parts of North 
Dakota as well as on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 
A pair of Crested Flycatchers with young was seen 
2 miles east of Good Spirit Lake near Yorkton, Sask., 
on June 26. This was a new species as well as nest- 
ing record for the area (SH). Purple Martins were 
down 50 per cent as compared to 1951 in Bismarck, 
N. Dak. (RR). 

Nuthatches, Mockinghbirds, Starlings —A Pygmy 
Nuthatch was noted in the Black Hills in South 
Dakota on June 30 and July 1 (Charles Price, John 
Miller). A Mockingbird was recorded in Bismarck, 
N. Dak., on June 8 and one was present in the Ken- 
mare area the first 2 weeks of June. On June 19 a 
Common Starling was observed carrying food into a 
nesting hole in an old church in Rapid City, $. Dak 
(Harry Behrens). Starlings have been seen in Rapid 
City for only the past 2 or 3 years and seem to be 
increasing. No nesting activities have been observed 
in the past by Mr. Behrens. 

Warblers, Meadowlarks, Orioles.—Audubon's War- 
blers were seen carrying food on July 26 and Mac- 
gillivray’s on July 1 in the Black Hills region, $. Dak. 
(HB). Common Yellowthroats were much below 
normal in the Wilton, N. Dak., area (Hannah Gray) 
Eastern and Western Meadowlarks were noted in 
numbers on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, $. Dak. The 
Easterns occupied the lower meadows about the 
marshes and the Westerns were on higher grounds 
and meadows (Kenneth Krumm). Four or 5 pairs of 
Orchard Orioles were seen in and around Medora, 
N. Dak., on June 22 (OS). Baltimore Orioles were 
unusually common in Fargo, N. Dak. (O. Stevens) 
but were below average in Wilton, N. Dak. (HG). 

Finches and Sparrows.—From the number of re- 
ports it appeared that Blue Grosbeaks were on the 
increase in South Dakota. It was definitely a Dick- 
cissel year on the LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak. 
Singing birds were noted every few rods along the 
refuge roads (KK). Dickcissels were also common 
east of Rapid City, §. Dak., on July 1 (Price, Mil- 
ler). Two Pine Siskin nests were found in Bismarck, 
N. Dak., and the young from one of the nests were 
observed flying by May 20 (RR). Lark Buntings were 
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abundant on LaCreek and hundreds of young were 
noted along refuge roads and meadows in mid-sum- 
mer. Young White-winged Juncos were seen through- 
out the Black Hills region on July 21 (HB).—ANN 
M. GAMMELL and ROBERT T. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dab. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
weather was hot and dry, characterized by long peri- 
ods of no rainfall or occasional light, ineffective 
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there in 1939 (Mrs. E. 
Winford). The post-breeding season flight of herons 
and egrets was normal to heavy according to most ob- 
servers. Am. and Snowy Egrets and Little Blue Herons 
occupied the nesting colony at Oklahoma City again 
(W. Hughes). At Denton, Tex., one Reddish 
Egret was seen on July 28 and three were noted on 
August 6. These are the first records of this species 
in Denton County (K. and R. Rylander). A Louisi- 
ana Heron seen at Oklahoma City on August 8 was 
a new locality record (F. Helema and B. Smith). 
One was seen at Dallas, where rare, on July 16 and 
another on August 3 (EW). Immature and adult 
Yellow-crowned Night Herons were reported to be 
unusually numerous in Oklahoma and Texas. A 
Wood Ibis was seen at the Salt Plains Refuge on 
July 24 (Van den Akker); 2 were seen (5 reported 
by the concessionaire) at Lake Overholser in Okla- 
homa City on August 3 and August 5 (Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Martin). These are the second and third records 
of this species in Oklahoma. A Roseate Spoonbill 
was seen at Lake Overholser, Oklahoma City, on Aug- 
ust 16 (JEM), the first record of the species in Okla- 
homa. 

Ducks through Rails—Ducks stayed later than 
usual on a number of reservoirs. For example, the 
Pintail was last seen at Denton on June 16, two 
months later than any previous date (KR, RR). 
A Black Vulture seen near Mangum, Okla., was 
the first record of that species in southwestern Okla- 
homa (A. Lovett and P. Gordon). Swainson’s Hawks 
were seen regularly at three locations near Stillwater, 
Okla., suggesting nesting (A. M. and F. M. Baum- 
gartner). There is only one previous nesting record. 
An adult Peregrine Falcon seen on the Salt Plains 
Refuge, Okla., on July 19 constitutes one of the 
very few summer records for the State (FMB). Bob- 
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white nesting success at Stillwater was apparently 
poor. Only 2 broods were located on a study area 
that normally supports 10 or more (J. E. Williams). 
The King Rail nested at Okemah, Okla. (D. A. 
Hutcherson) and at Oklahoma City (JEM). There 
are a very limited number of actual nesting records 
in the State. 

Shorebirds.—An unusually early and heavy flight 
of shorebirds was reported, generally beginning in 
early July and extending to the end of the period 
Around the larger reservoirs extensive mud _ flats 
teemed with hundreds of birds and ten or more 
species could be recorded in a short period of ob- 
servation. A Black-bellied Plover was seen at Okla- 
homa City on August 5 (JEM). This species is 
seldom recorded in Oklahoma. An Am. Woodcock 
was observed at Ponca City, Okla., feeding in a yard 
on earthworms brought to the surface by a lawn 
sprinkler (H. Bucker and J. C. Creager). This is the 
first summer record of this species in Oklahoma. A 
Long-billed Curlew at Denton, Tex., on August 1 
was a second county record (KR, RR). This species 
was seen at Midland, Tex., on July 15, an extremely 
early date (Mrs. H. L. Williams). The Upland Sand- 
piper was seen for the first time at Midland on Aug- 
ust 9 (HLW). Willets were observed in larger num- 
bers than in any previous year at Dallas (EW). Tw 
Marbled Godwits were seen at the Salt Plains Refuge 
on July 19 (AMB, FMB). This species is casual in 
Oklahoma. Four Sanderlings seen at Denton on May 
3 constituted the first spring record in that locality 
(KR, RR). 

Flycatchers through Thrushe Flycatchers were 
unusually plentiful at Denton, Tex., where the Arkan- 
sas Kingbird and the Eastern Phoebe may have nested 
(KR, RR). At Dallas the Eastern Phoebe arrived 
on August 2, a very early date (EW). The Eastern 
Wood Pewee showed a definite increase at Stillwater 
(FMB). An Olive-sided Flycatcher was found 
Dallas on August (EW). This species is rare in 
north-central Texas. A Horned Lark at Dallas on 
July 15 is a very early date (EW). One House Wren 
nest and at least 2 other singing males were located 
in Stillwater suggesting that this species is becoming 
established (FMB). During the last 13 years there 
has been little evidence of nesting in Stillwater. The 
Veery was seen at Ponca City on May 17 and 18 
(Mr. and Mrs. F. Pieratta and S. Bucker); this 
species is seldom reported in central Oklahoma. 

Warblers —Three Prothonotary Warblers were seen 
and heard at the Salt Plains Refuge, Okla., on June 
1 (P. Nighswonger, E. Anglin and S. Little). The 
date suggests that this species may have nested in a 
locality west of its known breeding range. Two 
Mourning Warblers were seen near Mangum on 
June 1 (AL, PG). This is a first record for south- 
western Oklahoma. A_ Black-capped Warbler was 
seen at Midland on August 1, six weeks earlier than 
in 1950 and 1951 (HLW’). The Am. Redstart nested 
in Mohawk Park, Tulsa, where adults were carrying 
nesting material on May 16 and feeding young on 
June 13 (M. Robinson, R. Rose and E. Letson). This 
is the first nesting record for Mohawk Park and the 
only recent one in Tulsa County. 

















Blackbirds and Orioles.—A flock of approximately 
2000 Yellow-headed Blackbirds was seen near Ponca 
City, Okla., in late June (JCC). Both the size of the 
flock and the date are unusual. The early flight of 
Yellow-heads was also noted at Midland, Tex., where 
small flocks appeared on July 16, a month early 
(HLW ). Orchard Orioles appeared in some numbers 
at Midland on August 1, suggesting that this species 
migrated earlier than usual (HLW). Perhaps due to 
the intense drought Bullock's Orioles failed to nest in 
usual numbers at Midland and most of the birds left 
that area by July 15 (HLW). 

Finches and Sparrous.—The Lesser Goldfinch was 
observed near Hooker, Okla., in June (R. C. Tate). 
This is the first record of this species on the Pan- 
handle plains. A male Indigo Bunting seen and 
heard at Dallas on June 15 may have represented 
one of the few nesting records in that locality (EW). 
A male Painted Bunting was seen and heard in Palo 
Duro Canyon near Canyon, Tex., on July 11 (Mrs. 
D. Acord). This species is rare in the Texas Pan- 
handle. A very early flight of Lark Buntings was ob- 
served across the Oklahoma Panhandle about July 20 
(F. Mercer). This species arrived at Midland on 
July 31, a week earlier than last year (HLW)- 
F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okluhoma A. and M. College. 
Stillwater, Okla 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—In the Texas coastal 
area the summer months were warmer and drier than 
usual. The season started with adequate rainfall; 
however, before the 
summer was 
—— the Region was suf- 
fering a serious 
drought. Conditions 
in the Houston area 
are outlined as fol- 
lows. The 
temperature was 64° 
on June 1 while the 
highest was 98°, 
registered on four 
jays in August. The three-month average was 1.2° 
above normal. Rainfall, which averages 4 to 414 
inches per month in the summer was about 20 per 
cent below normal in June and 10 per cent below 
normal in July; however, it was only about one- 
quarter of normal in August. The high temperatures 
if August, combined with its rather drastic dryness, 
resulted in a very listless small bird population and 
a seemingly birdless woods in most deciduous wood- 
land areas. Strangely, birds typical of the pine woods 
areas to the north and east of Houston had a very 
good season in terms of numbers of nesting pairs and 
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number of young raised. Notable were the Red- 
cockaded Woodpecker, Eastern Bluebird, Yellow- 
throated Warbler, and Pine Warbler. In the Rio 


Grande Valley the drought was more serious. After 
a very dry spring, rain fell on May 24 and on June 7 
and 8 and put water in natural depressions, reservoirs, 
and ditches. There was no appreciable rain later in 
the season. The rains of late May were too late for 


several species which therefore nested in considerably 
reduced numbers. Species particularly affected were 
the Mottled Duck (only 4 broods of which were ob- 
served on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge) the gallinules, 
and the Am. Coot. On the other hand, birds of the 
Rio Grande area which are accustomed to dry condi- 
tions, such as the Verdin, Curve-billed Thrasher, 
Cassin’s Sparrow, and Black-throated Sparrow, had an 
excellent season. A cold front which passed over the 
Gulf Coast area on July 8 and 9, and which reduced 
both maximum and minimum temperatures to 5° below 
normal was an unusual occurrence for mid-summer 
The effect of this was not immediately evident since 
apparently no one was in the field on those days; how- 
ever, temperature drops were even more pronounced 
in the states to the north, and were probably respon- 
sible for the presence of a young Solitary Vireo, a 
Black and White Warbler, and a moderate influx of 
Orchard Orioles, all observed at Santa Ana Refuge, 
near Hidalgo, on July 12 (LCG, CEH, FGW). 

Those whose observations contributed to this re- 
port are Donald Bleitz (Los Angeles, Calif.), Miss 
Nance Cunningham, John Galley, Donald J. Gamble 
(Audubon Warden, Second Chain of Islands), Luther 
C. Goldman, J. M. Heiser, Jr., C. E. Hudson, Jr., 
Mrs. Minor A. Hurst, Henry W. Isham (Pasadena, 
Calif.), William S. Jennings (Biologist, Texas Game 
Commission), John Larson (Audubon Warden, Green 
Island), Fred W. Loetscher, Jr. (Danville, Ky.), 
Arlie K. McKay, R. J. Montgomery, John Morony, 
Noel Pettingell, Miss Lucile Robey, Alexander Sprunt 
IV (Audubon Warden, Vingt'un Islands), Lawrence 
Tabony, Frank G. Watson, Stephen Williams, and 
Armand Yramategui. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons and Ibises—On July 11 
a pair of Mexican Grebes with their nest and 5 
newly-hatched chicks was seen on a resaca south of 
Barreda (LCG, FGW), and another pair seen on 
August 31 on a resaca near Progresso had 4 half- 
grown young (FGW). Brown Pelicans, which de- 
creased in numbers at the time of the heavy freeze 
early in 1951, had a much improved nesting season 
this year. At Green Island in Laguna Madre the nest- 
ing wading birds had a more successful season than 
last year. Food was more plentiful and the condition 
of the brush, which was defoliated last year by the 
freeze, was more suitable for nesting this year. Species 
occupying the island are Great Blue Heron, Am 
Egret, Snowy Egret, Reddish Egret, Louisiana Heron, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, White-faced Ibis, and 
White Ibis. The White Ibis established their cus- 
tomary colonies while the White-faced Ibis nested at 
random over the island (JL). Wood Ibis arrived 
in the Galveston Bay area in June, 65 being seen at 
Vingt'un Islands on June 11 (AS, FGW) and 50 
at Cove on June 21 (AKM). Three were still present 
at Brownsville on August 21 (FWL) and 3 in 
Hidalgo County on August 31 (FGW). The direc- 
tion from which these birds appear in coastal Texas 
in summer is not known. The season for the Roseate 
Spoonbill at Vingt'un Islands was very good, the 
number of nesting pairs present taxing the carrying 
capacity of the main island. The nesting cycle at this 
colony was from 2 to 4 weeks in advance of that at 
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other Texas spoonbill colonies (AS). 

Ducks.—Of considerable interest is the successful 
nesting of the Black-bellied Tree-duck at an artificial 
lake on the R. J. Montgomery ranch near Rio Hondo. 
Six pairs of these ducks averaged 12 young per 
brood, the largest brood consisting of 16 (RJM). 
At this location on Sept. 1 a total of about 60 birds, 
including a late brood of 15 young, was present 
(FGW). This is the best nesting report for this 
uncommon species in the United States for at least 
the last five years. On July 11 three pairs of Fulvous 
Tree-ducks were observed in a fresh-water reservoir 
near San Benito. Since typical nesting habitat was 
available it is assumed these few pairs nested, al- 
though no broods were actually observed. In the 
upper coastal region the Fulvous Tree-duck and the 
Mottled Duck had about an average season. 

Hawks.—Harris's Hawks and Audubon Caracaras 
had a successful nesting season on the Laguna Atas- 
cosa Refuge. Only three young were produced from 
a total of 3 White-tailed Hawk's nests under ob- 
servation on the Refuge. 

Gallinaceous Birds —The Greater Prairie Chicken 
had gone unnoticed in the Houston area for several 
years until April 6 when a pair was found on the 
prairie south of Deer Park (LR). This area was sub- 
sequently visited by a number of observers, usually 
with success, and counts as high as eleven birds 
were made. The colony probably consists of 20 or 
more birds. Although birds were seen all summer, 
no young were found. On the Laguna Atascosa Ref- 
uge Bob-white nesting got off to a slow start because 
of the dry conditions up through the third week in 
May. However, immediately following the May 24 
rain covies broke up and the birds were then noted 
in pairs. The nesting season was excellent. Fifty-one 
families observed on the Laguna Atascosa Refuge in 
August averaged 11.4 birds each. 

Rails, Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—In the upper 
coastal area the King Rail had a good season. Young 
birds hatched along roadside ditches or rice fields 
reached the self-sufficient stage before these sources 
of water dried up. On May 22 a count from Port 
O'Connor to Aransas Pass showed 10 pairs of Am. 
Oyster-catchers (DJG). Another pair was present in 
June on a shell bank at Smith’s Point, Galveston Bay 
(AS). Wilson’s Plovers, Killdeer, and Willets, our 
most common shorebird nesters on the lower coast, 
enjoyed a fair nesting season. Because of the reduced 
habitat, however, they nested in smaller numbers. 
Laughing Gulls, Royal Terns, Least Terns, and Black 
Skimmers enjoyed another good nesting season on 
the spoil banks, made when the dredges constructed 
the Intracoastal Canal through the Laguna Madre. 
Other species present were Caspian Tern, Cabot’s 
Tern and Gull-billed Tern. 

Pigeon and Doves.—Red-billed Pigeons had a 
poorer nesting season than last year as did White- 
fronted Doves. Mourning Doves throughout South 
Texas were exceptionally abundant, being numerous 
enough to elicit comment from people not ordinarily 
interested in birds. In Starr, Hidalgo, Willacy, and 
Cameron Counties an estimated 207,000 White-winged 
Doves were on hand for the 1952 nesting season. 
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This was a moderate increase over 1951. At the end 
of the 1952 season the population had increased to 
310,000. Only 1 out of 4 eggs laid produced birds 
that were eventually fledged. Losses were mostly be. 
fore hatching and were attributed to wind and rain 
as well as to predation by Boat-tailed Grackles, Green 
Jays, and snakes (WSJ). Ground Doves also had a 
successful season. A late nesting record was the dis. 
covery of a nest with 2 young at Santa Ana Refuge 
on August 31 (NC). The Inca Dove, a bird of resj- 
dential areas and parks, has now moved northeast- 
ward into Wharton (SW). 

Anis to W’ 00d peckers.—Grooved-billed Anis had 
another successful nesting season. Groups of adults 
and birds of the year, up to as many as 25, were ob- 
served in late August in several places east of Ray- 
mondville, south to Bayview, and inland to the Santa 
Ana Refuge. The Pauraque began nesting the last 
week in March. One nest under observation con- 
tained 2 young one day old on April 3. Nests con- 
taining eggs were observed up to the first week in 
July. A very unusual find was the discovery of a 
Ringed Kingfisher on August 29 at a resaca at 
Brownsville (LT). Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
seen feeding young in a nest hole at the Little 
Thicket Sanctuary near Evergreen as late as September 
14 (JMH). A species which has received little 
notice the last few years is the Red-cockaded Wood- 
pecker. The southern and western limits of its range 
were outlined this summer by observation of in- 
dividuals or family groups at Cove (AKM), Sheldon 
(JMH), Humble (AY), and Montgomery (MAH). 

Cotingas and Flycatchers—Two nests of the rare 
Rose-throated Becard were discovered on the Santa 
Ana Refuge this summer. One was found, June 4, 
about 25 feet high in a hackberry tree (JM, DB, 
HWI). The other was discovered on June 26 when 
a pair of becards were seen carrying usnea moss nest- 
ing material to an elm tree. The nest was complete 
on July 1, with both adults at the nest. On July 12, 
the nest appeared to be abandoned but the pair of 
becards were observed nearby (LCG). Two family 
groups of becards totaling 7 birds, both adult and 
immature, were observed by members of the Out- 
door Nature Club of Houston on a visit to the 
Santa Ana Refuge on August 31. Derby Flycatchers 
were again observed to have young in May and to 
be still caring for late-hatched young in September. 
A Beardless Flycatcher was seen and heard calling 
on July 12 at Santa Ana Refuge (LCG, CEH, FGW) 
At least two families, composed of adults and newly- 
fledged Vermilion Flycatchers were observed on the 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge. No reports of Vermilion 
Flycatchers were received from farther north, this 
species evidently not having recovered from the freeze 
of early 1951. 

Chickadees, Mockingbirds, Vireos and Warblers.— 
Well-feathered young of the Carolina Chickadee 
were found in nests at Cove on April 5 (AKM) 
and at the Little Thicket Sanctuary on April 11 
(JMH). The first Mockingbirds fledged in the Hous- 
ton area were noted on April 1 (MAH). Two Yel- 
low-green Vireos were singing at Santa Ana Refuge 


on July 12 (LCG, CEH, FGW). A pair of White- 
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eved Vireos with young just out of the nest was 
seen at Bandera on Sept. 13 (NP). Sennett’s War- 
blers are once more attaining normal abundance on 
the Santa Ana Refuge following the freeze of early 
1951. Adults were feeding young the first week in 
April. On July 12, the odd scene of a diminutive 
Sennett’s Warbler feeding a lumbering, immature 
Red-eyed Cowbird with an insatiable appetite was 
observed (LCG, CEH, FGW). 

Blackbirds, Orioles and Tanagers.—Red-wings nested 
in moderate numbers in the Houston-Galveston area: 
however, by early July broods had been reared and 
nesting areas had become quite dry. Apparently due 
to the drought most of the birds left the area as few 
were observed later in the summer. An Orchard 
Oriole nest found on June 3 seven miles south of 
Alamo contained one cowbird’s egg and one other 
strange, unidentified egg (DB). Most Orchard 
Orioles had migrated south before mid-August; 
however, a single bird was seen at Galveston on 
Sept. 7 (FGW). Bullock’s Orioles nested more com- 
monly in the Rio Grande Valley than last year 
(LCG). Summer Tanagers arrived early and were 
found building nests in the Rio Grande Valley on 
March 20. One nest in the Valley area contained a 
full compliment of eggs on March 28 (LCG). 

Finches and Sparrows.—In three days of birding in 
the Del Rio area only 4 Pyrrhuloxias were found, 
these on June 1 on the desert between Del Rio and 
Devil's River (JG). Two pairs of Indigo Buntings 
with well-grown young were seen near Montgomery 
on August 10 {FGW). Texas Sparrows were com- 
mon in the southern part of the Region. At Santa 
Ana Refuge a nest containing 4 eggs was being in- 
cubated on July 12 (LCG, CEH, FGW). Previous to 
this year Henslow’s Sparrows had not been seen in 
South Texas in summer. It was with some surprise 
that six singing males of this species were found on 
the prairie south of Deer Park on May 27 (FGW). 
Further exploration on later days by several people 
showed the presence of at least 21 singing males 
over an area of about one square mile. No others 
could be found on similar prairie elsewhere. The 
birds continued to sing from territorial perches until 
at least July 27 when 3 were seen and heard. Un- 
fortunately it could not be definitely established that 
the birds were nesting. Botteri’s and Cassin’s Spar- 
rows were normally common nesters on the Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge this summer. A Cassin’s Sparrow 
nest observed there on June 20 contained newly- 
hatched young. Black-throated Sparrow fledglings left 
a nest under observation on the Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge on the same date (LCG).—LuTHER C. GoLp- 
MAN, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, 
San Benito, Tex., and FRANK G. WATSON, 4110 
Drummond St., Houston 25, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NCXTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—In northern Idaho, weather conditions 
during the spring and early summer were normal 
in every respect. May was relatively cool, maximum 
temperatures for the first two weeks varying from 
53° to 66°, and for the latter half of the month 





from 62° to 76°. 
Rainfall was 
moderate, but 
there were fre- 
quent cloudy 
days. June was 
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reaching 85°; 
but except for 
heavy rains late in the month, precipitation was light. 
All of July was clear and hot, with no rainfall the 
entire month. Temperatures in the 90's were not un- 
common, the maximum for the month being 96° on 
the 30th. In western Montana, Hand reported May 
temperatures slightly above normal with precipitation 
light. The first ten days of June were abnormally hot, 
a maximum of 88° being reached, and there was little 
rainfall. The remainder of the month, however, was 
generally cool and damp. It was hot throughout all of 
July, with a maximum temperature of 99° on the 
31st, but there were occasional light showers. Birds 
found these conditions throughout the region favor- 
able for rearing their young, and well-fledged broods 
were much in evidence by late June. 

All records for western Montana here cited are those 
of R. L. Hand. Those for Idaho were personally taken 

Waterfowl—In western Montana, young Mallards 
barely out of the downy stage were seen at Kalispell, 
July 8. At Missoula, an Am. Merganser with 11 young 
about one-third grown was seen on June 8, and young 
Wood Ducks nearly half-grown, July 20. Two Harle- 
quin Ducks observed near the mouth of Rattlesnake 
Creek, within the city limits of Missoula, on July 16, 
suggest the possibility that this species may nest near- 
by. Residents of the Rattlesnake Valley reported having 
seen others during the summer months, but the only 
previous records otherwise are for April, May and 
October. 

Hawks.—A pair of Cooper's Hawks seen May 18 on 
the lower slope of Mount Sentinel, within a half mile 
of the University campus at Missoula, were apparently 
nesting there, since they called continuously and re- 
fused to leave the vicinity. An Osprey was seen on its 
nest near the “Gates of the Mountains’ (Missouri 
River) east of Helena, Mont., June 3. When visited 
again on June 30, the nest held 2 large young. Young 
Sparrow Hawks were heard in the nest hole, May 28. 

Gallinaceous Birds —A Blue Grouse with 5 or 6 
quail-size young was noted in the Big Belt Mountains 
about 20 miles east of Helena, June 30. A female 
Franklin's Grouse with 4 or 5 very small chicks was 
seen along the South Fork of the Flathead River near 
the upper Hungry Horse flowage area, July 15. Young 
Ruffed Grouse, quail size, were noted near Avon, 
Mont., on the Little Blackfoot, July 22. 

Shorebirds —At Hauser, Kootenai Co., Idaho, the 
breeding population of the Upland Sandpiper was 
found to be essentially the same as that of two years 
ago when this species was first found nesting in the 
State, two mated pairs being seen there on May 15. At 
Moscow, the Wilson’s Phalarope was found nesting 
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for the first time, one pair rearing a brood of young in 
a small marsh north of the city. In previous years, 
this species was noted only as a scarce transient in 
northern Idaho 

Doves, Swifts, Wood peckers.—The Mourning Dove 
was again found to be a late breeder in northern Idaho, 
four nests with eggs or small young being noted at 
Lewiston, August 28. In western Montana, a pair of 
White-throated Swifts, apparently nesting, was seen 
in the Big Belt Mountains, north of Merriwether 
Canyon, on June 30. The Lewis's Woodpecker, rarely 
noted during the summer months in northern Idaho 
north of Lewiston, was found nesting for the first time 
this year at Hauser, in Kootenai County, and at Pot- 
latch, 16 miles north of Moscow. At this latter lo- 
cality, the adults were seen on July 13 feeding noisy 
young in the nest 

Flycatchers—The Western Kingbird, normally a 
scarce breeding bird in northern Idaho, showed a 
marked increase in numbers this year. At least 2 pairs 
reared young in the vicinity of Moscow, and at Hauser 
3 broods of well-grown young were noted within a 
rather limited area on July 21. In western Montana, 4 
well-grown young were noted near Ravalli on July 16. 
In the City Park at Kalispell a Least Flycatcher was 
noted on July 8 and 16, and it is probable that it was 
nesting there. This flycatcher is a regular summer 
resident at Great Falls, and has been recorded from 
many parts of Montana, but it is rare west of the Con- 
tinental Divide. At Missoula, it has been observed but 
a few times. 

Larks, Swallows, Thrushes.——Young Horned Larks, 
fully grown and out of the nest two weeks or more, 
were noted at Lewiston on April 19, an unusually 
early date. A rather late breeding record for the Barn 
Swallow was that of a nest found at Lewiston on 
August 21 that held 4 partially incubated eggs. At 
Moscow, young Cliff Swallows not long out of the 
nest were seen, August 19. The first brood of Moun- 
tain Bluebirds out of the nest and well fledged was 
noted at Moscow on June 12. In eastern Montana, a 
robin was seen feeding fledglings in the nest on 
May 25, and another brood just out of the nest was 
observed two days later. Bob-tailed young Olive- 
backed Thrushes were noted near the mouth of the 
Spotted Bear River on the Flathead National Forest, 
Mont., July 14. A Veery (Willow Thrush) was feed- 
ing nestlings on June 29. A well-grown young Town- 
send’s Solitaire, still showing the immature markings 
on the breast, was seen at the foot of Mount Sen- 
tinel, near the University campus at Missoula, on 
August 17 

Blackbirds —At Weippe, Clearwater Co., Idaho, 
{ fully-grown young Bobolinks and the 2 adult birds 
were seen in an open field on August 1. This is con- 
siderably farther south than this species has hereto- 
fore been recorded in the western part of the State 
during the summer months. At Moscow. the first 
young Brown-headed Cowbird out of the nest was 
noted, July 15. At Missoula, young Brown-headed 
Cowbirds were observed being fed by an Am. Red- 
start on July 19, and by a Song Sparrow on July 30. 

Finches and Sparrows.—In western Montana, young 
Black-headed Grosbeaks, only a few days out of the 
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nest, were noted at Kalispell on July 16, and several, 
a little older, at Missoula on July 30. The Lazulj 
Bunting was observed at Missoula feeding fledglings 
on June 14. In Northern Idaho, the Grasshopper 
Sparrow is apparently increasing in numbers as a 
breeding bird, and is found now in many of the open 
fields about Moscow. The first young of the year, 
well-grown but still in juvenile plumage, were seen 
July 28.—TuHomas D. BuRLEIGH, School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscou. Tdaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN. 
TAIN REGION. Reports of cooperators indicate 


that the success of the breeding season in this Region 
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Was average or above, As a result of the record deep 
snows and spring weather which came suddenly, high 
flood waters were recorded for the Salt Lake Valley 
However, not too much damage was reported to duck 
nests. Conversely, brood counts from the Bear River 
Refuge (John Bauman) showed a large increase in 
the production of Redheads and Ruddy Ducks, two 
species generally affected by high waters. 

Grebes, Pelicans and Cormorants.—Eared, Pied- 
billed and Western Grebes nested on Clear and Tule 
Lakes in Oregon. Eared Grebes, 1300 breeding pairs, 
showed a substantial decrease in production while the 
Western Grebe, estimated at 600 breeding pairs on 
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Tule Lake, showed no change from previous years 
Pied-billed Grebes produced an estimated 1350 young 
from 450 breeding pairs. White Pelicans were re- 
ported from the Bear River Refuge, Utah, in peak 
numbers of 9025 following the brooding season on 
August 15 (John Bauman). On Lower Klamath 
Refuge, Oreg., 1000 nests in 5 colonies produced 1800 
young, a large increase, while on Clear Lake 1380 
nests in 6 colonies produced 2500 young (P. E. Steel) 
Two colonies (100 and 150 nests) located on a penin- 
sula were destroyed by coyotes. Double-crested Cor- 
morants showed a large increase in numbers at Tule, 
Lower Klamath and Clear Lakes in Oregon. Nests 
totaled 790 on the three lakes (PES). 

Herons and Ibises—Snowy Egrets in peak num- 
bers of 1700 were reported on July 3, at Bear River 
Refuge (JB) while Great Blue Herons were reported 
at an established peak of 200 on the same date. Bau- 
man reported 5200 White-faced Ibis from Bear River 
Refuge on July 3. 

Swans and Geese —Canada Geese on Tule, Clear 
and Lower Klamath Lakes, Oreg., showed a substan- 
tial decrease from previous records. The three lakes 
showed a population of 570 breeding pairs which 
produced 1900 young (PEL). A peak of 3000 geese 
was reported from Bear River Refuge on July 16 
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Canada Geese at Ogden Bay Refuge in Utah showed 
a poor hatch this spring. The early nesting dates of 
this bird may have coincided with the high flood 
waters. 

Ducks.—At Bear River Refuge brood counts in 
species other than Redhead and Ruddy Duck were 
about the same as last year, The later two species 
showed broods twice as large as last breeding season 
(JB). A concentration of 192,000 Pintails at the 
BRR was reported August 8. At the Deer Flat Refuge 
in Idaho, F. S. Dart reported that waterfowl nesting 
was about the same as a year ago; early Pintail mi- 
gration into that refuge reached a peak of 5500 in 
early August. In Casper, Wyo., Oliver K. Scott re- 
ported ducks have been unchanged from a year ago. 
From Oregon, Steel reported Mallards and Ruddy 
Ducks substantially increased in production, Gadwall 
slightly increased, while Redhead and Lesser Scaup 
had slight decreases. 

Vultures and Hawks.—Dr. Scott reported a Bald 
Eagle nest from central Wyoming and indicated that 
buteos in general, and the Golden Eagle in particular, 
continue their downward trend in numbers. From 
Deer Flat Refuge comes a report that hawk migration, 
principally Sparrow and Swainson’s Hawks, was noted 
on August 5, with normal numbers. Three Peregrine 
Falcons were reported on August 1 at BRR (JB) and 
6 Turkey Vultures were observed there, July 22. 
Swainson’s Hawks were uncommon in the Tule Lake 
Region of Oregon; two nests, one new and one old, 
were found in Juniper trees (PES). From the same 
area two pairs of Prairie Falcons were reported. 

Cranes and Coots—On Meiss Lake near Lower 
Klamath, a pair of Sandhill Cranes raised 2 young— 
probably the same pair as nested in this vicinity for 
a number of years. A increase in Am. 
Coots was noted on Tule and Lower Klamath Lakes 
by Steel; at Bear River Refuge Bauman _ reported 
59,000 Am. Coots on August 8. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Doves.—Long-billed Curlews 
were scarcer in the Casper, Wyo., area (OKS). Long- 
billed Dowitchers, first observed on July 14 at BRR, 
reached a peak of 6800 on August 1. Phillip Kahl, 
visiting Mono Lake, Calif., August 9, recorded a 
flock of phalaropes over 3 miles along the shore and 
extending into the lake as far as he could see them 
with 8 X 32 binoculars. Northern Phalaropes out- 
numbered the Wilson's by 214 to 1. Eared Grebes 
were also mixed with the phalaropes. Wilson's Phala- 
ropes were present at BRR 7000 strong on August 18. 
A few pairs were observed but no nesting was re- 
corded on Tule Lake, Lower Klamath and Clear Lake, 
Oregon (PES). However, on these lakes the Ring- 
billed Gull showed a very high increase in produc- 
tion, At Lower Klamath 2400 nests of the Ring-bill 
produced 5500 young. California Gull production was 
much the same as previous years. Doves were slightly 
more plentiful than a year ago at Deer Flat Refuge 
(FSD) 

Passerine Birds—No unusual records were submit- 
ted for Oregon, Idaho, or Wyoming. A Solitary Vireo 
nest and young were observed in May at Zion Na- 
tional Park by Leland F. Allen. Water Ouzel young, 
old enough to leave the nest. were observed near the 
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narrow trail in Zion Park on June 15 (LFA). There 
were many reports of numerous Mountain Bluebirds 
this season. Swallows came in for numerous listings 
by nearly all cooperators—Jrssop B. Low, Utah 
State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—W eather conditions were 
generally near normal, with deficient rainfall in south- 
ern Arizona and somewhat above normal rainfall in 
the remainder of 
the Region. A heavy 
rain within 50 miles 
---1 of either side of 
the Arizona-New 
Mexico state line in 
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were good,and 
moisture supplies 
have been ample 
Most observers com- 
ment on an unusually good nesting season for land 
birds, 

Cormorants, Herons and Thise A Double-crested 
Cormorant was found resting in a tree near Tucson, 
Ariz., July 3 (Mrs. Becker). This species, plus Am 
Egrets, Snowy Egrets, and Black-crowned Night 
Herons, failed to nest on the Bosque del Apache 
Natl. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. (Raymond Fleet- 
wood). Only a few nests of Snowy Egrets were built 
in the Topock Swamp, Ariz., on Havasu Lake Natl 
Wildlife Refuge, and none was successful (Gale 
Monson). The Wood Ibis appeared in remarkable 
numbers on the Bosque Refuge, after having been 
first detected in New Mexico only last year. The first 
one was noted on June 24 (Russell Clapper, Thomas 
Davis, Ray Meschkat, Jack Sadosuk), with numbers 
increasing until 12 were found on August 14 (RF, 
RM). Twenty were seen at Picacho Reservoir, south- 
east of Coolidge, Ariz., June 20; than 45 
White-faced Ibis were seen there the same date 
(Allan R. Phillips, Lyle K. Sowls). 

Waterfowl. — Southbound Pintails were moving 
early in the Colorado valley; as many as 50 were 
seen at Needles, Calif., July 31 (E. Parks), and 260 
were present at Havasu Lake Refuge by August 5 
(GM). An unusual assortment of waterfowl at 
Picacho Reservoir, Ariz., June 20, included 1 Fulvous 
Tree-duck, 1 pair of Gadwall, at least 12 Am. Wid- 
geon, 2 pairs of Pintail, at least 4 Blue-winged Teal, 
at least 6 Cinnamon Teal, 3 Shovellers, and 12 Ruddy 
Ducks (ARP, LKS). 

Gallinaceous Birds —Gambel's Quail were every- 
where reported more numerous than usual, the result 
of an excellent nesting season. Flocks of 100 were 
almost common on the Kofa Game Range, Ariz., 
where they have never been so abundant (Arthur 
Halloran). They were very common along the Colo- 
rado River, at least from Blythe, Calif., north (GM). 

Rails and Coots.——More than 10 Soras were noted 
at Picacho Reservoir, Ariz., June 20 (ARP, LKS) 
Am. Coots were scarce on Havasu Lake Refuge, and 
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only a few young were produced (GM). 

Shorebirds.—Nine Ringed Plover at Topock, Ariz.. 
on the Havasu Lake Refuge, August 12, and 26 
Snowy Plover there, August 5, were unusually large 
numbers for either species (GM). A Wilson’s Snipe 
was found on the Bosque Refuge, August 8 (RF). 
A Spotted Sandpiper was noted on the Colorado River 
a few miles above Needles, June 17 (Warren Pu- 
lich). Willets were unusually common on Havasu 
Lake Refuge in early July (GM). A Red Knot was 
taken at Topock, July 23, the first Arizona record 
(GM). Three ‘Peeps’ were seen at Picacho Reser- 
voir, June 20, an extraordinary record (ARP, LKS). 
Also present were at least 17 Black-necked Stilts 
(possibly nesting’), 1 Am. Avocet, and at least 105 
Wilson’s Phalaropes (ARP, LKS). 

Doves, Cuckoos, Ouls—A White-winged Dove 
was observed in San Andres Canyon, on the San 
Andres Natl. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., July 16 
(Cecil Kennedy). A Yellow-billed Cuckoo was noted 
in Tucson, July 21 (J. T. Marshall, Jr.). A Burrow- 
ing Owl was present east of Tucson during the sum- 
mer, in a locality where it nested last year (D. Gor- 
such). A Saw-whet Owl was noted in Cave Creek 
Canyon, Chiricahua Mountains, Ariz., in early June 
(Mary Belle Keefer, Lena McBee, Jasper Wool- 
dridge). 

Swifts through Woodpeckers —A Chimney Swift 
was found in Tucson, May 30, and it was noted, 
with one other, into mid-June (ARP). Half-fledged 
young Black-chinned Hummingbirds were found at 
Fl Paso, Tex., August 6 (MBK). A male Costa's 
Hummingbird was observed at Boulder City, Nev.. 
June 22 (WP). A male Rivoli’s Hummingbird was 
discovered on Mt. Lemmon, in the Santa Catalina 
Mountains, Ariz., July 16 (F. Bryant, S. Highley, 
R. Smart). A pair of Blue-throated Hummingbirds 
was present in Cave Creek Canyon during early June 
(MBK, LM, JW), and a female was found on Mt. 
Lemmon, July 10 (FB, SH, RS). A male White- 
eared Hummingbird was observed in Molino Basin, 
Santa Catalina Mountains, July 10 (FB, SH, RS), a 
rare find. A Belted Kingfisher at Topock, August 13 
(ARP, WP), and another at Havasu Lake, August 
15 (GM), were unusually early. A Hairy Wood- 
pecker nest was found in a juniper at 6200 foot ele- 
vation, in the Potosi Mountains, Nev., June 28 (WP) 

Cotingas. Flycatchers, Swallows.—The Rose-throat- 
ed Becard was absent from its Arizona breeding 
grounds (Anders Anderson). An Eastern Kingbird 
was present at Socorro, N. Mex., June 4 to 6 (RF). 
A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was observed 4 miles west 
of Douglas, Ariz., June 16 (R. M. Johnston, fide 
JTM). An Arizona Crested Flycatcher was found in 
California, a few miles above Needles, June 17 
(WP). A Western Wood Pewee was seen near 
Parker, Ariz., July 1 (GM). An Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher was noted in the Sierra Madre, Sonora, Mex., 
not far below the border, August 5 (JTM). A Bank 
Swallow colony nested for the fourth consecutive 
year at the mouth of the Arroyo del Veronito, oppo- 
site Lemitar, N. Mex. (RF). A Barn Swallow was 
observed at Tucson, June 14 (Gary Gorsuch), and 
1 was seen at Picacho Reservoir, June 20 (ARP). 
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Ravens, Nuthatches, Wrens.—A concentration of 
about 50 Am. Ravens was witnessed on the Shivwitz 
Plateau, in Lake Mead Natl. Recreation Area, Ariz., 
June 8 (R. C. Burns). A White-breasted Nuthatch 
was seen near San Xavier Mission, Ariz., July 31 
(ARP). Rock Wrens were present along the lower 
Colorado River throughout the period (GM). 

Phainopeplas, Vireos, Warblers. — At least 10 
Phainopeplas were noted at the Colorado River In- 
dian Agency, Parker, July 1; this is apparently the 
only place along the Colorado River where the 
species stays through the summer, aside from the 
Yuma, Ariz., area (GM). One was found in Boul. 
der City, July 26 (WP). A singing Yellow-green or 
Red-eyed Vireo was discovered in Tucson, July 6 
(ARP). Two Orange-crowned Warblers at the mouth 
of Carter Canyon, Santa Catalina Mountains, June 23, 
were evidence the Species still nests there (GM) 
Three were seen in Boulder City on the early date of 
August 6 (WP). A singing male of the genus Paral. 
was observed near Roosevelt, Ariz., May 31 (Robert 
Dickerman). A late Macgillivray’s Warbler was found 
at Socorro, June 1 (RF), and an early one was seen 
in Molino Basin, Santa Catalina Mountains, August 
8 (ARP). At least 5 Red-faced Warblers were seen 
during the period in the Flagstaff, Ariz., vicinity, with 
the first seen, June 29, at the foot of Mt. Elden 
(Eleanor Pugh). Two Black-capped Warblers in the 
Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., on the Havasu Lake Ref.- 
uge, August 8, were early (GM). 

Blickbirds—A male Scarlet-headed Oriole (Ic- 
terus pustulatus) was found near San Xavier Mission, 
Ariz., July 31 (ARP). A pair of Boat-tailed Grackles 
was seen at Hereford, Ariz., July 15 (ARP). A 
female Bronzed Cowbird was observed near Parker. 
July 1 (GM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A Blue Grosbeak was seen 
in Tucson, July 5 (ARP), and a male was observed 
at the eastern base of the Charleston Mountains, Nev., 
about 25 miles west of Las Vegas, July 19 (WP). A 
male Indigo Bunting was found near the mouth of 
Ramsey Canyon, Huachuca Mountains, Arizona, July 
13 (FB, SH, RS). A male Lazuli Bunting was noted 
at Las Vegas Wash, Lake Mead, Nev., June 14 
(WP); 4 young just hatched were found in the 
Potosi Mountains, June 28 (WP); 3 were seen at 
Flagstaff, July 2 (EP); and several were noted sing- 
ing at Hereford, July 15 (ARP). A male Dickcissel 
was found at a feeding station in Flagstaff, August 
15 (Mrs. O. V. Maddox, fide EP). Four Evening 
Grosbeaks were observed along upper Sabino Can- 
yon, Santa Catalina Mountains, June 17; also 2 on 
June 22 and 23 (GM). Pine Siskins and Lesser Gold- 
finches became common in Flagstaff after August 2 
(EP). The latter was scarce in southeastern Arizona 
and northern Sonora, Mex. (JTM). Two were noted 
feeding young in Boulder City, June 25 (WP), and 
1 was seen at Needles Landing, Calif., on Havasu 
Lake, August 15 (GM). Lark Sparrows were abun- 
dant on the Bosque Refuge after July 24 (RF), and 
10 were found in Boulder City, August 13 (RCB). At 
least 8 Cassin’s Sparrows were singing a few miles 
north of Sonoita, Ariz., July 10 (FB, SH, RS). Many 
Black-chinned Sparrows were noted in Sycamore Can- 
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yon, southwest of Flagstaff, August 11 (EP).—GALts 
MONSON, Harasu Luke Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—June was 
generally cloudy, with temperatures running well be- 
low average. It was a wet month in the south portion, 
but somewhat drier than 
average in the central and 
north portions. July and the 
first part of August were 
about normal, with only a 
few days of measurable pre- 
cipitation. In some places it 
was hot and very dry. The 
season appears to have been 





successful, except in some lo- 





cal spots. Most observations 
came from restricted local 
areas. The dates seem to in- 
dicate a prolonged nesting 
period for residents or a 
failure of first nestings. At 
nesting migrants had disappeared by 














Comox, my. % 
mid-July. 

Grebes, Cormorants, Herons.—Either a Horned or 
Eared Grebe (unusual nesters west of Cascade Moun- 
tains) was seen in poor light, with very young birds, 
August 3, at the north end of Lake Washington (Violet 
E. Cannon). All local cormorants were nesting plenti- 
fully on lesser Chain Islands, Oak Bay, near Victoria, 
B. C., July 10 (C. J. Guiguet). Great Blue Herons 
picked up in numbers at Comox; a flock of 8 old and 
young, July 8, was more than Pearse had seen together 
for 3 years. 

Geese and Ducks.—A pair of Canada Geese with 
5 young on Sauvie Island, near Portland, May 15, was 
a first nesting record for western Oregon (Tom Mc- 
Allister). Summering Black Brant were a feature at 
Comox, B. C.; 4 were seen, July 29 and August 9. 
Another lot of 7 was reported. Lucile H. Kline saw 
a newly-hatched brood of Mallards at Blaine, May 3. 
Young Mallards in full juvenile plumage were at 
Beaver Lake, Victoria District, B. C., July 11 (CJG). 
Two female Wood Ducks were seen with young at 
Camas, east of Vancouver, Wash., May 31 (Mr. & 
Mrs. A. C. Roberts). A brood of 10 was seen at 
Comox, June 28. 

Grouse through Rail A female Blue Grouse and 
5 young were seen at Woodland, Clark Co., Wash., 
May 30 (Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Boggs). California Quail 
were first out of the nest in West Seattle, June 18; 
the last young to date were seen on July 30 (VEC). 
Ring-necked Pheasants were nesting at Blaine, June 
12, with a second brood, July 20. Virginia Rails were 
nesting at Seattle by June 22; a Sora was seen with 
2 young, August 1 (VEC). 

Shorebirds and Gulls.—A pair of Black Oyster- 
catchers on Shell Island, Oak Bay, B. C., were ob- 
viously nesting, June 28. Perturbed adults on the north 
side of Chain Island, Oak Bay, obviously had young 
in the area, July 10 (CJG). Killdeer were nesting at 
Blaine, June 12. Young Glaucous-winged Gulls (190) 


were banded on Chain Island, July 10; the majority 
of eggs had hatched; a few nests contained eggs; 
others were hatching (CJG). At Kelsey Bay, B. C., 
80 miles north of Comox, August 1, a young Glaucous- 
wing and 2 California Gulls were swimming (early). 
There were many Short-billed Gulls, but no young 
(TP). Bonaparte’s Gulls returned to Comox, July 
9; but no young had been seen by mid-August. Young 
and adult Heermann’s Gulls were off the rocky shores 
of southern Vancouver Island, July 10. 

Alcids.—Pigeon Guillemots were more numerous on 
Chain Island, July 10, than previously noted. Six pairs 
of Marbled Murrelets in breeding plumage were on 
Oak Bay, June 28; they were numerous from Cadboro 
Bay to Brotchie Ledge, on the southwest coast of Van- 
couver Island, July 10, but no young birds were noted 
Two Rhinoceros Auklets in full breeding plumage 
were in Oak Bay, June 28 and July 1; this species was 
passing northward over Chain Island all day, July 
10 (CJG). 

Nighthawks through Woodpeckers.—Common 
Nighthawks were late. They were first seen in South 
Seattle, June 5 (RMB). A bird with wings not fully 
feathered was brought to the Museum, July 31 (MRF). 
They were scarce again at Comox; young were on the 
wing at the end of the period. Black Swifts were first 
seen migrating at Comox, June 13. There have been 
few since. The only reference to Rufous Humming- 
birds was young out of the nest at Seattle by Jiume 12 
A female Red-shafted Flicker was nest building south 
of Maple Valley, King Co., Wash., March 24 (VEC) 
A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at a nest hole in 
Woodland, May 20 (RMB). All woodpeckers were 
still below normal at Comox. In 3 trips over a former 
area no Lewis's were seen. 

Flycatchers, Larks.—Flycatchers showed up well in 
deciduous wooded portions of logged-off foothills at 
Comox, B. C., although they were scarce in coastal 
areas. The Olive-sided was not heard. Traill’s Fly- 
catchers started a nest in South Seattle, June 5. There 
were 4 eggs, June 12; the first egg hatched, June 28; 
and the young left the nest, July 12 (RMB). They 
used last year’s nest at Blaine, and hatched young, 
June 24. Young Western Flycatchers were being fed 
out of the nest north of Seattle, June 26 (Florence 
Grove). Western Wood Pewees were feeding young 
in the nest at Toledo, Lewis Co., Wash., June 2 
(RMB). Horned Larks were nesting at Blaine, June 
27 (LHK). 

Swallows.—The first brooding of Violet-green 
Swallows in West Seattle was on May 11, but young 
were not seen in the air until August 4. Young Barn 
and Cliff Swallows were plentiful by July 10 (VEC). 
A pair of Violet-greens was nesting at Woodland, 
Wash., May 28; and a nest of Rough-winged Swallows 
was discovered, May 30. North of Seattle, Violet-green 
Swallows were feeding young in the nest, June 4, and 
Barn Swallows were still feeding young, July 9 (FG). 
At Blaine, 82 pairs of Cliff Swallows were nesting, 
June 12; the second brood hatched, July 20. The first 
Barn Swallows hatched, June 7 to 13; with a second 
brood, July 23. Tree Swallows were nesting, June 13; 
and the maximum breeding of Violet-greens was June 
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20. At Comox, B. C., the first young Cliff and Tree 
Swallows were seen on June 28, with the Cliff still 
feeding young at the end of the period. Purple Mar- 
tins were nesting at Woodland, June 11, and at 
Issaquah, King Co., Wash., they were feeding young 
off the nest, June 24 (RMB). 

Jays, Ravens —California Jays were carrying food 
at Woodland, June 2. Common Ravens were unusually 
numerous at Comox. A flock of at least 35, June 21, 
contained several birds of the year. 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens.—Black-capped 
Chickadees were nest building at Seattle, May 4; and 
still feeding young north of Seattle, June 12. Chestnut- 
backed Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches 
showed some increase at Comox, although Bewick’s 
Wrens had not repopulated areas occupied before the 
bad winters. Bushtits were nest building at Medina, 
Wash., April 5 (Walter Hagenstein) ; had a partially 
completed nest in South Seattle, March 20; and left 
the nest, May 19. Bewick’s Wrens had 4 eggs at 
Medina, April 2, and the young left the nest, April 25. 
They were nest building in South Seattle, April 23: 
there were 5 eggs. May 7, and the brood left the nest, 
June 6 (RMB). Another brood in West Seattle was 
out of the nest, June 12. North of Seattle they had 
voung in the nest, June 1 (FG). 

Thrushe Many Am. Robins were hatched at 
Seattle; 2 and 3 broods were raised locally. The last 
brood off the nest was seen, July 19. A female started 
brooding at Blaine, April 4; the eggs hatched, April 
23; and the young were fully grown, May 18. There 
was a second brood, June 18. At Comox they were not 
up to normal; the young were around gardens the last 
of May. Olive-backed Thrushes seemed more plentiful 
at Seattle; 2 clutches were hatching, June 23 and 26 
(VEC). North of Seattle, 1 pair was feeding young, 
June 24; a second pair on July 12. They showed a 
big increase at Comox, and were expanding into 
logged-over areas covered by a new deciduous growth. 
Western Bluebirds were nesting at Blaine, June 14. 

Waxuwings. Starlings. Vireos.—Cedar Waxwings 
were nest building in South Seattle, June 6: young 
were at a bird bath, June 16. Young out of the nest 
were being fed north of Seattle, July 5. They were 
brooding at Blaine, June 15. Common Starlings were 
reliably reported nesting around Salem, Oreg., in May 
(TMcA). Both Solitary and Warbling Vireos had a 
good nesting season at Seattle (VEC); the Warbling 
was nest building, May 25, and young left the nest, 
June 4. One was seen near Issaquah singing on the 
nest, June 24 (RMB). Warbling Vireos were feeding 
young out of the nest north of Seattle, June 19, and 
the Red-eyed, July 15 (FG). Warbling Vireos were 
nesting at Blaine, July 4. They were down in numbers 
at Comox, where Red-eved Vireos, seen on July 21, 
may have nested. 

Waurhlers—The only fairly common warblers at 
Comox were the Orange-crowned and Yellow. Both 
were normal at Seattle (VEC). Young Yellow War- 
blers out of the nest were being fed, June 15; Orange- 
crowned, June 17, Audubon’s, June 18, Black-throated 
Gray, June 20 (FG). Immature Audubon’s came to a 
bird bath, June 18 (RMB). Black-throated Gray War- 
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blers brought young to a yard in West Seattle, July 
15, and young were still being fed on August 7 
(VEC). At Blaine Yellow Warblers were nesting, 
June 28 to July 5; and Audubon’s from June 15 to 24. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers.—Western Meadowlarks at 
Comox had not increased. They were nesting at Blaine 
by May 2. Three nests of Yellow-headed Blackbirds 
in North Portland, with complete clutches, were a first 
for Oregon (TMcA). Red-winged Blackbirds were 
nesting at Blaine, May 26; but Brewer's were feeding 
young by May 16. Western Tanagers were nesting, 
June 18 (LHK). Brewer's Blackbirds were not seen 
at Comox. Western Tanagers, usually well distributed 
there, were scarce. 

Finches.—Three pairs of Black-headed Grosbeaks 
raised young in a 5-acre area in West Seattle. None 
were seen at Comox. Near Maple Valley, Wash., a 
male Evening Grosbeak was seen passing a choke. 
cherry to an immature, but fully-grown bird, July 25, 
in the company of another male and a female (Edward 
Fleisher). Purple Finches north of Seattle were feed- 
ing young out of the nest, June 17. Am. Goldfinches 
were nesting at Blaine, June 12; young were at a bird 
bath in South Seattle, July 6. 

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhee young were at a feeding 
station in West Seattle by June 15, with others coming 
for over a month (VEC). Young Savannah Sparrows 
were flying at Camas, Wash., May 31 (ACR). The 
were nesting at Blaine, May to 16, with a second 
brood, June 12. Oregon Juncos were being fed north 
of Seattle, May 18; at Camas, May 31; and near 
Issaquah, June 24. A pair was nesting at Blaine, June 
11. Young Chipping Sparrows were around the yard 
in West Seattle, July 15; they were reported fairl 
numerous and hatching earlier (VEC). They had a 
good nesting season at Comox, where White-crowned 
Sparrows had moved to the logged-over areas, and 
seemed to be more than usual. White-crowns were 
nest building at Seattle, April 27; young left the nest. 
May 23; and other young with full-length tails were 
at a feeding station, May 24 (RMB). Some broods 
came off the nest, June 18. They seemed to be plenti- 
ful only in outlying districts (VEC). At Blaine, the 
young White-crowns were flying by May 20, with ; 
second brood, June 18; and Song Sparrows were out 
of the nest, May 10. Young Song Sparrows came t 
a feeding station in Seattle by June 15, with more 
coming for over a month (VEC). Mr. and Mrs. Boggs 
thought they were not so abundant locally this year 
They were numerous and in moult at the Colquitz 
River flats, Victoria District, B. C.. July 11—MArTHA 
R. FLAHAUT, Washington State Museum, Universit 
of Washington, Seattle. 





Winter Bird-Population Study 
Make at least 6 census trips, preferably more. These 
should be conducted from Decem- 
ber 20 to February 10. May we 
have reports sent to Patuxent Wild- 
life Refuge by March 2. 
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MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—There were 
rains in late June over all of the Region except the 
San Joaquin Valley, and there the run-off from 
melting snow in 
the mountains 
and heavy rains 
earlier in the 
year left more 
water than there 
has been for 12 
years. Tempera- 
tures were below 
normal every- 
where in June 
and, except in 
the central val- 
leys, have re- 
mained above 
normal into Au- 
gust. This combi- 
nation of condi- 
tions has pro- 
duced an abundance of food through the summer and 
seems to have brought about a longer nesting season 
with more birds than usual at Westport (Mrs. R. 
Coy) and at Santa Cruz (R. J. Richardson) on the 
coast and later nesting at Whitehall, Eldorado Co. 
(Edwin R. Pickett). 

Grebes, Shearwaters, Egrets.—Joel Hedgpeth saw an 
adult Pied-billed Grebe feeding 1 young in Golden 
Gate Park on June 21; still there, July 17. Hundreds 
of Sooty Shearwaters were seen on Monterey Bay, July 
1 (Mr. & Mrs. C. A. Anderson). William N. Pursell 
reports that Snowy Egrets have been at San Quentin 
Point all summer with a maximum of 17 in July. 

Geese and Ducks.—Canada Geese were found nest- 
ing at the south end of Lake Tahoe, May 30, by Wil- 
liam K. Kirsher, e¢ a/., and they raised broods; Verna 
R. Johnson saw about 24 feeding near Chester, July 
29. A Waterfowl Breeding Ground Survey of the Cali- 
fornia Department of Fish and Game indicates a 30 
per cent increase this year in nesting pairs of ducks 
in this Region, with water and weather conditions con- 
sidered ideal. The post-nesting movement of Pintails 
began a month early with 60 at the Salinas River 
Mouth on June 25, and hundreds in flight and on 
Elkhorn Slough, Moss Landing, June 27 (CAA). L. A. 
Curl saw 8 Fulvous Tree-ducks between Dos Palos and 
Firebaugh, July 3. 

Hawks.—On July 25, the Andersons saw 1 White- 
tailed Kite at the mouth of the Salinas River, and 1 at 
Elkhorn Slough, July 27; Donald Brock saw 2 near 
Gilroy on August 3. During May and June James D. 
Yokum and William Hines found 3 occupied Osprey 
nests in Humboldt County: 1 near Ryan Slough, 2 
miles from Eureka; 1 near the mouth of Redwood 
Creek; and 1 near Janes Creek. They found another 
nest on the South Fork of the Trinity River with 
an adult Osprey in the area and saw another 
adult at Big Lagoon. A Prairie Falcon was seen at Pine 
Canyon near Mt. Diablo on June 8 (LAC). One Pere- 
grine Falcon was seen, April 25, at Bayfarm Island 
(Mrs. G. Earl Kelly) ; a pair was seen in the Yosemite 











Valley on June 1 (LAC); and there was a male at 
Point Lobos on July 10 and 17 (Ken Legg). Two pairs 
of Sparrow Hawks were feeding young in holes in a 
bluff beside Reservation Road near Salinas on June 
12 (CAA). 

Grouse through Coots.—On July 29, near Sulphur 
Works in Lassen Volcanic National Park, a Sooty 
Grouse and 2 young were feeding (apparently) on 
Red Fir needles (VRJ). There was a Mountain Quail 
and 1 young near Mineral on July 29 (VRJ). A 
further increase in the California Quail population is 
indicated for the coastal regions by reports of more 
young at Westport (RC), east of Milpitas (Albert J. 
Wool), and in the Los Gatos-Saratoga area where 
Miss Emily Smith found more chicks than last year 
and Charles Sibley reported many successful broods 
On June 24, the Andersons found a pair of Florida 
Gallinules with 2 downy young at Temblader Slough, 
Moss Landing, where they had been watching the adult 
birds for over a year. The Waterfowl Breeding Ground 
Survey indicates that nesting pairs of Am. Coots in- 
creased approximately 75 per cent this year. 

Shorebirds —William M. Pursell reports seeing 2 
Golden Plover at San Quentin Point on May 2. They 
were seen on the mud flats and in flight in the morn- 
ing and again in the afternoon in association with 
Black-bellied Plovers. Black-bellied Plovers were seen 
at Point Isabel, Contra Costa Co., June 15 (1); June 
29 (15) (LAC); at Dumbarton Bridge, 3 on July 
13 (VRJ); at Bayfarm Island, 100 on August 2, with 
none there in July (GEK). On the beach at Moss 
Landing an adult Snowy Plover was incubating 2 eggs 
on June 29; on July 4, there were 2 adults and 2 young 
unable to fly (CAA). One Ringed Plover was seen at 
Bayfarm Island, July 22 (GEK); there were 30 on 
August 17 (R. H. Pray). There was 1 Hudsonian 
Curlew at Point Isabel, June 29 (LAC) ; and 2 at Bay- 
farm Island, July 22 (GEK). Long-billed Curlews 
were reported, 1 or 2 together, throughout the sum- 
mer in the San Francisco Bay area. Marbled Godwits 
were seen at Point Isabel; 6 on June 16, and 1 on 
June 29 (LAC). Western Sandpipers at Bayfarm Island 
increased from 150 on July 5, to 1500 on July 22, and 
4000 to 5000 on August 3 (GEK). The Andersons 
reported a Stilt Sandpiper with identifying markings 
clearly seen from Construction Road, Moss Landing, 
on July 8. A Black-necked Stilt was seen near a nest 
with 4 eggs at Alviso on May 8 (ES); 3 juveniles 
were feeding in the same area, July 8 (Sibley). Forty 
Am. Avocets were seen at Elkhorn Slough on May 7, 
50 on June 1, and on June 17 there were 100 (some 
young) (CAA); at Dumbarton Bridge, July 13, there 
were at least 24, 2 of which were downy young with 
incomplete tails (VRJ). Wilson’s Phalaropes were 
nesting at the south end of Lake Tahoe, May 30 
(Celeste Johnson, et al.) ; and 2 were seen near Gus- 
tine on June 1 (LAC). Two Northern Phalaropes were 
seen in Golden Gate Park on July 18 (JH); 1 near 
Point Isabel, July 20 (LAC) ; and several hundred on 
the water and in flight off Point Lobos, July 30 (KL). 

Gulls and Terns.—Young Western Gulls were 
swimming at Point Lobos by July 7 (KL). On May 
20, there were 2 Franklin’s Gulls at Moss Landing, 
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seen by the Andersons the same day they found an 
oil-soaked Sabine’s Gull there. A Short-billed Gull 
was seen at Point Isabel on July 27 and 2 Bonaparte’s 
Gulls were seen there on June 15 (LAC). The Caspian 
Tern colony at the Dumbarton Bridge had 188 occu- 
pied nests and 202 fledglings on June 21 (Carl Sather 
in The Gull); on July 8, Charles Sibley and Milton 
Seibert found 107 occupied nests with approximately 
175 non-flying young out of the nests. A Common 
Tern was identified by sight at close range and by the 
call note at San Quentin Point on August 8 (WMP). 
On June 1, there were about 500 Forster's Terns with 
50 flying young at Moss Landing (CAA). Two 
colonies of Forster's Terns were visited by Sibley and 
Seibert on July 8: one at Dumbarton Bridge had 14 
nests with eggs, 45 eggs scattered out of nests, 3 
downy young in nests, and 30 non-flying young; the 
other colony at San Mateo Bridge was partially sur- 
veyed and produced 26 occupied nests and 50 non- 
flying young. On the sand dunes north of Construc- 
tion Road at Moss Landing, the nest of a Least Tern 
contained 2 eggs on July 4; 1 nestling and 1 egg, July 
17; and was empty on July 21, with 1 young nearby 
(CAA). On August 16 there were about 30 Least 
Terns on the beach at Moss Landing and 2 non-flying 
downy young were caught and released after examina- 
tion (CAA). 

Goatsuckers through Woodpeckers—Curl saw a 
Texas Nighthawk at Los Banos, July 3. Legg saw a 
Poor-will feeding in a roadway at Point Lobos, August 
17. Black Swifts were present in unusual numbers in 
the Yosemite Valley on May 30, 31 and June 1 
(LAC), and there were 4 in Point Lobos Reserve on 
July 11 (KL). One Vaux's Swift was seen in Sequoia 
National Park, July 5 (LAC). Mrs. Marjory Vance 
saw Black-chinned Hummingbirds near Clovis: the 
first on July 15, 2 on August 1, and the last one, 
August 2. There were Costa’s Hummingbirds near 
Clovis; first seen on April 20, and 2 on August 1 
(MV). Rufous Hummingbirds, which usually come 
to feeders at Whitehall, Eldorado Co., in late July 
had not yet been seen, August 17 (Pickett). Hedgpeth 
and Barker found 9 Allen’s Hummingbird nests on the 
island in Stow Lake, Golden Gate Park. There were 2 
dead nestlings in one nest and 1 dead nestling in each 
of 2 other nests. The latest nest reported was vacated 
by fledglings, July 4, in Oakland (Mrs. H. K. Trous- 
dale). In north Berkeley where Allen’s Humming- 
birds have consistently been present through August, 
none have been seen to August 30 (RHP). There were 
more Pileated Woodpeckers at Westport than ever be- 
fore with 1 in June, 4 on July 8, and 1 on August 
12 (RC); on May 30, they were nesting in the Yose- 
mite Valley (LAC). 

Swallows.—There was a transient 
Traill’s Flycatcher in San Jose, June 11 (Seibert) ; 
and 3 were singing in willows at Dersch Meadows, 
Lassen Volcanic National Park, July 27 (VRJ). There 
were about 75 Bank Swallows on Trafton Road and 
about 100 on the Old Toll Road, Monterey Co., gather- 
ing straw, April 30; most of them had finished nesting 
and gone by June 1 (CAA). More than 8000 Cliff 
Swallows were banded by Wilbur Mayhew, Wm. 


Flycate her 
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Kirsher, Paul Steele, ef u/., in the area surrounding 
Sacramento. They found most colonies were populated 
between March 25 and March 30, with the nesting 
peak about May 20, and most colonies deserted by 
July 9. However, one colony which was populated 
largely by birds previously banded at other colonies 
had occupied nests until at least July 26 (WK). Nestl- 
ing Cliff Swallows were still being fed at Los Gatos. 
August 1, and at Alviso, August 20 (ES). Fledgling 
Barn Swallows were being fed near Felton, Augus: 
19 (Adist Boylan); and at Alviso, August 20 (ES) 

Robins, Kinglets—Am. Robins were still being fed 
in the nest, August 12, at Whitehall (Pickett) ; in the 
Los Gatos area the number of breeding pairs is in- 
creasing each year (ES). The song of a Golden. 
crowned Kinglet was heard at Castle Rock, Santa Cruz 
Mountains, June 12 (ES); and there were 2 singing 
in Portola State Park, June 22 (Nell Sleeper). 

Warblers —Parula Warblers nested at Point Lobos 
for the first time in California. Ken Legg first saw 
them on May 24. Two nests were built. Young were 
out of one nest, fed by the male only, on July 5; and 
young were out of the other nest, fed by the female 
only, on July 15 (KL). An Orange-crowned Warbler 
fed a fledgling at Eagle Rock in the Santa Cruz Moun- 
tains on June 8; and one was still singing near Sara- 
toga, August 18 (ES). Yellow Warblers were feeding 
small nestlings at Los Gatos on June 13 (Grace 
Record); and were still present, August 15 (ES). 
Fledgling Audubon’s Warblers were being fed, June 
15, at Castle Rock; and on July 11, adults and juve- 
niles were seen at four stops on Summit Road, Santa 
Cruz Mts. (ES); fledglings were being fed at Silver 
Lake, Amador Co., on August 25 (RHP). Black- 
throated Gray Warblers were well distributed in the 
San Francisco Bay area (GEK); there was a pair at 
Phoenix Lake, Ross, June 4; 4 at Pine Canyon near 
Mt. Diablo, June 8; many on Mt. Tamalpais, June 25 
and July 2 (RHP). A singing male Hermit Warbler 
was seen at Mt. Herman, June 6; 1 at Castle Rock on 
4 days between June 8 and 22, with 2 singing on 1 
day (ES); on August 8 an immature was watched in 
Tilden Park near Berkeley (WMP). Reports of Mac- 
gillivray’s Warblers were numerous; Curl found many 
more than usual. 

Cowhbirds, Tanagers.—The cowbird population con- 
tinues to increase in the San Francisco Bay area, being 
reported generally; often where never seen before. At 
one banding station in Piedmont, an area of detached 
homes and extensive gardens, 15 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds were banded; 1 male; 6 females and 8 imma- 
tures (Mrs. H. K. Henningsen). Legg saw a Western 
Flycatcher feeding a cowbird fledgling on July 15, at 
Point Lobos. Western Tanagers nested in Los Gatos 
with fledglings out of the nest, June 13 (GR) ; breed- 
ing birds were noted several places between Los Gatos 
and Saratoga and show an increase in the area; fledg- 
lings were being fed as late as August 10 (ES); m- 
grants were seen near Clovis: 2 on August and 1 
on August 12 (MV). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Black-headed Grosbeaks 
have been more conspicuous near Los Gatos this year 
with young first heard calling for food on June 1, and 
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still heard, August 23 (ES). Four Blue Grosbeaks 
were seen by the Sacramento Audubon Society at the 
Sacramento By-pass on May 4; and an adult male and 
2? immatures were seen there on July 8 (Pray, ef al.). 
Cassin's Finches were feeding fledglings west of Ebbits 
Pass, August 11 (RHP). A Pine Grosbeak was seen 
at Echo Summit, May 4 (LAC); and there were 6 at 
Silver Lake, Amador Co., August 25 (RHP). Nestling 
Lesser Goldfinches were being fed, June 13, on Sum- 
mit Road (Sibley); and as late as August 19, fledg- 
lings were being fed near Saratoga (ES). Nesting of 
Oregon Juncos was noted in fringe areas in north 
Berkeley; a short-tailed, short-winged fledgling, un- 
able to fly, was seen at Silver Lake, August 25 (RHP). 
There was a Fox Sparrow at Lake Merced in San 
Francisco, July 15 (JH).—RusseL_t H. Pray, 662 
Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7. Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Fol- 
lowing a winter and early spring of abundant rainfall, 
the nesting season was accompanied by a normally dry 
summer. As a re- 
sult of the ear- 
lier precipitation, 
flowering plants 
produced good 
crops of seeds, 
berries and fruits. 
Dry weather, co- 
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mountain areas 
eased the situation slightly. Belle Wilson reported 
that as a result of the bad chaparral burn near Banning 
last summer there was a serious decline in numbers of 
nesting birds, including many garden and dooryard 
species. Temperatures for the period remained a few 
degrees higher than normal. 

Several of the newly-filled lake basins have proven 
to be a death trap for waterfowl. Buena Vista Lake in 
Kern County, by far the largest of these “new” lakes, 
has been plagued by a serious outbreak of avian 
botulism, reminding one of the similar situation in 
Ford Dry Lake as reported last year. Flooding of dry 
helds containing growing or dead terrestrial plants 
(wheat, grains, grasses, milo maize, cotton, alfalfa, 
etc.) resulted in the rotting of these plants and the 
growth of the botulism bacteria, Clostridium bo- 
tulinum. Ducks and water birds feeding upon the de- 
caying vegetation were poisoned by the toxins of these 
bacteria. Coots, however, seemed best able to resist 
these attacks. Attempts were made at Buena Vista 
Lake (which now contains almost 80 square miles of 
water) to drive off the incoming birds before they 
settled to feed. This situation shows signs of clearing 
before the fall and winter influx of waterfowl really 
begins. An interesting note was received (fide Nor- 














































man H. Mellor) concerning the effects of the earth- 
quake of July 21 on birds. A camper situated near the 
epicenter of the quake, (Tehachapi Mountains), re- 
ported many eggs of nesting birds were shaken to the 
ground by the severe temblor. 

Water Birds—The northward post-breeding move- 
ment of Wood Ibis from lower California started 
early this year when 16 young birds were seen along 
U.S. Highway 101 north of Leucadia, San Diego Co., 
July 19 (Philip Kahl); 30 were at the Salton Sea in 
early August (Pat Gould). Both white herons have 
been extremely scarce this summer. A pelagic trip to 
the windward side of Catalina Island in mid-July re- 
sulted in very few shearwaters (52 Sooty, 46 Pink- 
footed) and two jaegers in a three-day period (Ed.). 
A number of reports received indicate an early south- 
ward movement of waterfowl, perhaps due to an early 
freeze on the Alaskan and Canadian nesting grounds. 
R. N. Shuart mentions flocks of migrating ducks as 
early as the end of July from Palos Verdes. Sixteen 
thousand mixed ducks (seven-eighths Pintails and the 
rest Shovellers, teal, and Ruddies) were at the Max- 
ton Brown Sanctuary near Carlsbad, San Diego Co., 
August 9 (Mimi and A. Small). A flock of 50 geese 
(Canada or White-fronted) was seen flying over 
Whittier, August 13 (Gould). 

Two rare southern visitors were seen at times al- 
most coinciding with their appearance here last year 
A Red-billed Tropic-bird was reported near San Juan 
Capistrano on June 15 (E. B. McGregor, John Tre- 
montano). A Man-o'-war-bird remained at Manhattan 
Beach pier for four hours in July (Marie Terheggen, 
fide Dorothy Groner, fide J. H. Comby). 

Hawks, Gallinaceous Birds.—A pair of Ospreys was 
at Mockingbird Reservoir on August 2 (Mellor and 
Richard Veltloen). Dr. Mellor also reported a Har- 
ris's Hawk near Norco, western Riverside Co., on 
May 28. West of the Salton Sea, this bird is extremely 
rare. He also reported the following interesting ob- 
servations on upland game birds: Mountain Quail had 
a good hatch at Idyllwild with approximately 100 
young birds seen; 22 Turkeys successfully planted 
near Idyllwild in 1950 produced about 100 young 
this spring; however, a heavy summer rain and hail- 
storm killed many of the young; quail guzzlers built 
in the Gavilan Hills, Santa Ana Mountains, Beau- 
mont, and Victorville areas have increased the quail 
populations in all of those areas as shown by the in- 
crease in usage proven by evening counts in July. For 
example, one guzzler in 1950 had 155 visitors, in 
1951 had 219 visitors and in 1952 had 441 quail 
visitors in one evening, with a ratio of young to old 
birds of 4.41. Another guzzler had 185 Mountain 
Quail and 269 California Quail in one evening. A 
guzzler near Victorville had 265 Chukkar Partridges 
in one evening. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—Black-necked Stilts 
were found to be nesting at Buena Vista Lake, Playa 
del Rey, and Bolsa Chica Gun Club as well as at the 
Salton Sea. A few non-breeding Wandering Tattlers 
were seen throughout the summer. The southbound 
shorebird migration began in late July and numbers 
of birds increased steadily throughout August. Ruddy 
and Black Turnstones were very early in arriving with 
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a few of both species present in late July. The large 
shorebirds (Willets, Marbled Godwits, and curlews) 
were abundant with the greatest influx occurring in 
early August. More than 100 Hudsonian Curlews 
were reported from Corona del Mar in late July 
(Kahl). Am. Avocets were conspicuous by their re- 
duced numbers at many shore localities which they 
formerly frequented. Black-bellied Plover and Ringed 
Plover were down, and Dowitchers, yellow-legs, 
“peep,” and Sanderlings were normal. A few Lesser 
Yellow-legs were at Playa del Rey in late August 
(Ed.). Edward J. O'Neil, Manager of the Salton Sea 
National Wildlife Refuge, counted 9 adult Laughing 
Gulls at the Salton Sea this season and found 5 nests 
during late June and July. Also counted were 300 
Gull-billed Terns with a total of 60 nests during June 
and July. Least Terns are becoming scarcer along the 
southern seacoast as more and more of their nesting 
grounds are being destroyed. Caspian Terns were 
present in large numbers (including a great many 
young birds) during August, with as many as 250 
at Playa del Rey on August 24 (Ed.). No Royal 
Terns were reported. By this time last year the influx 
of Elegant Terns was at its peak (1100 birds), but 
to date none have been reported. 

Doves through Swifts—aA pair of Ground Doves 
was present from April through August 21 near 
Whittier and successfully raised two young (J. H. 
Comby). Two pairs were seen in two other places 
near Anaheim during this period (fide JHC). Cecelia 
Foulkes reported a marked increase of White-winged 


Doves, Mourning Doves, Gambel’s Quail, and Road. 
runners in the vicinity of Mecca. The Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo again nested at Whittier Dam, being first 
heard on June 9 (JHC). R. N. Shuart reported 15 
Burrowing Owls in a district of less than a square 
mile in Palos Verdes where empty lots are fast dis. 
appearing. A stray Vaux's Swift was at Corona, July 
5 (Mellor). . 

Passerine Land Birds.—A nesting (7?) Olive-sided 
Flycatcher was seen in the Botanical Garden at Santa 
Barbara, August 11 (E. Z. Rett). The Vermilion Fly- 
catchers at Mecca raised 3 young (Foulkes), and it 
was generally reported that the nesting season just 
completed was a highly successful one except in those 
areas subjected to forest fires last year and this. Many 
young birds were seen and no doubt the abundant 
food crop was somewhat responsible. Orioles and 
Black-headed Grosbeaks had a fine year. Mrs. Will 
Williams reported from the vicinity of Granite Sta- 
tion, Kern Co., that House Wrens were increasing in 
the mountains and that Rock and Cafion Wrens were 
becoming very scarce. Olive-backed Thrushes were the 
most numerous for several years at Whittier Dam 
(JHC). For the second time robins nested in Santa 
Barbara (R. M. Colcord), and many nested in the 
foothills surrounding Los Angeles as well as in the 
city itself. Yellow-headed Blackbirds nested at Fisher- 
man’s Retreat, San Bernardino Co. (Belle Wilson).— 
ARNOLD SMALL, Department of Life Science, Taft 
Junior College, Taft, Calif. and Ropert L. Pyte, 
1143-215st St., Santa Monica, Calif. 





NOCTURNAL BIRD MIGRATION STUDY 


Telescopic studies on the moon may stili be made on: Nov. 29-Dec. 3, 
Dec. 28-Jan. 1. Special “target” night is: Nov. 30. See Audubon Field Notes, 
p. 179, April 1952. Reprint from Audubon Magazine, July-August 1952, p. 212, 
entitled “Wings Across the Moon,” may be obtained from 1000 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y., for ten cents. 





Christmas Count Dates 


December 20-28, 1952 


(deadline for copy at 1130 Fifth 
Avenue, N.Y.C.,January 15, 1953 


Note: Forms will be sent to all of last year’s compilers by 
December Ist. If you did not take a count last year or do not re- 
ceive a form in the mail by the above date, kindly write for one. 


There are still available copies of: Instructions for Making Bird 
Population Studies—price fifteen cents. 








